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INTER“ARAB AFFAIRS 


PLO ‘GOVERNMENT’ IN LEBANON DESCRIBED BY ISRAELI PAPER 
Tel Aviv BAMAHANEH in Hebrew } Sep 80 pp 16, 17 
[Article by Hayim Raviv: “Lebanon or Palestine?) 


[Text) It i# unknown to the general public. No one declared ite establishment, 
however in @ part of Lebanese territory it takes on a form--"a state within « 
state’ under PLO adiministration, which considere Lebanon ite most important 


and perhape ite last stronghold. 


There are many signe of ite estat: -like nature. The PLO hase the most powerful 
military force in Lebanon if or does not take the Syrian force into account. 
(The PLO military force today consiete of about 15-20,000 men). Thie PLO power 
was one of the factore which led to the disintegration of the administration in 
this country. There are two background factors in the creation of this military 
enclave in Lebanon: the ejection of the terrorists from Jordan in 1970 and the 
military confronatation between the terrorists and the Syrians during the civil 
war in thie cowntry. The Palestinian military force in Lebanon, which is 
completely subordinate to the PLO (with the Fatah as the dominant factor), is 
designed to serve three basic purposes: 


* To preserve the PLO's maneuverability within the framework of the struggle 
between the internal forces in Lebanon and to protect the Palestinian population 
there; 


"To build and consolidate military structures which will constitute the nucleus 
of the national army of the expected Palestinian state; 


*To serve the effort of attacking Ieraecl. 


Besides the army, the PLO also has its own territory in Lebanon, which extends 
southward from the outskirts of Beirut to the Litani. In this region, the 
terroriste are virtually the only military force, especially since the Syrians 
evacuated their forces early in the year from the Tyre-Sidon region. One of 
the characteristics of this “state” is its control of movement to and from it 
by meane of the terrorist roadblocks on ite borders. 


“The Government™--The PLO Executive Committee 


In Lebanon the PLO maintains a complete system of “governmental” institutions-- 
political, military, economic, social, and propaganda. The Palestinian 
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government, in the form of the PLO Executive Committee, is located in Lebanon. 
Ae of now it consiste of 14 members, and it meets about once a week, for the 
most part in Beirut, under the chairmenship of the PLO leader, Yasir Arafat. 
Thies forum generally discusses current, political, and security matters, and its 
decisions are dictated by the Fatah, the main group in the PLO, 


Alongside the Executive Committee, which te a political forum, is a military 
body in the form of the Supreme Military Council. It is a kind of integration 
of the ministerial committee for security affaires and the general staff. This 
tueritution handles specific military matters, and it convenes especially 
against the background of events and internal tensions occurring in the Lebanese 
area. ite decisions are operative, and it is also headed by Yasir Arafat. 


The legislative authority is the “National Council,” which was to meet once a 
year but actually convenes once every 2 years. ‘he last session of the Council, 
like the previous sessions, was to have been convened in Beirut, however for 
security reasons it was decided not to do go. The Council consists of 301 
members dispersed throughout the Arab world, and ite decisions are adopted by 

a majority, understandably held by the Fatah. 


The PLO also has a “judicial authority" in Lebanon, which consists of a general 
prosecutor, military and civil revolutionary courte, and prisons. This authority's 
jurisdiction ie limited to criminal and disciplinary matters. Its establishment 

in 1973 came about against the background of an increase in irregularities and 
crimes within the PLO establishment, and its function is based on laws established 
by its leadership and approved in 1979, such as the criminal jurisdiction law 

and the revolutionary penal law. 


The revolutionary penal law encompasses all Palestinians whatever they are--act- 
iviets and non-activiete in the PLO structure--and aleo those who are non- 
Palestinians but who have committed by ite definition a crime against the PLO. 
The law encompasses a1! crimes committed where there is a PLO presence and 
everyone who commite crimes outside the jurisdiction of the "Palestinian 
Movement." In euch a case the guilty party is punished in accordance with the 
PLO jurtediction law even though he is punished in accordance with the law of 
the country in which the crime took place. 


The PLO bureaus and offices which support and operate the extensive diplomatic 


and propaganda apparatus of this organization throughout the world are located 
in Lebanon. 


Alongside the political system, a system of PLO economic and welfare institutions 
is aleo being established in Lebanon. The most prominent enterprise in this area 
is “Samad,” which is considered by some to be the nucleus of a future "Palestinian 
Federation of Labor," and some describe it as a concern. Samad provides em- 
ployment for 3,000 Palestinians in Lebanon. As an economic enterprise, it 
represents a not insignificant source of income for the PLO. 


According to a Palestinian source, the workers are represented at a)1 echelons 
of the inetitution by means of revolutionary committees, and they aleo share in 
the management and profits and enjoy optimal social conditions. Samad combines 
within it 35 enterprises--for food and clothing commodities, textiles and plastics, 








turniture, toys, handicraft workshops, and eo forth, Lt also has 4 section 

for military production which ia responsible for "defense" production enterprises 
which employ many Palestinian engineers. Thies refers to workshops for artificial 
limbs which provide limbs and aide for PLO wounded, workshops for the manufacture 
of communications equipment, workshops for vehicle maintenance, enterprises 

for the production of television stands and parts, a publishing house, and eo 
forth, Samad also has 4« section for agricultural affairs, which operates 
agricultural projects in African countries--Samalia, Sudan, and Uganda. More 
than 160 Palestinian engineers and technicians supervise |,800 African workers 

in thie framework. At thie stage, this refers to six joint agricultural projects 
for the raising of poultry and livestock and for agricultural produce. 


Samad, which was established about 10 years ago, aleo has its own publication 
and a department for motion pictures and information which produces documentary 
and feature filme. In recent years Samad has had financial difficulties, 
suspensions of production for security reasons, and professional manpower problems. 
Because of these difficulties, it was forced to close some of ite enterprises. 
Samad, which was first established as a charity association for PLO wounded, is 
now endeavoring to develop extensive commercial relations with a number of 
countries, especially with Arab countries and those in the Eastern Bloc from 
which it imports equipment and raw materials. Its enterprises have succeeded 

in introducing products into the markets of the Arab countries where they are 
duty-free. Until now Samad has participated as the PLO representative in 36 
international exhibitions where publications on the Palestinian people's dress 
custome, history, and actachment to Palestine have been distributed. 


There is no doubt that social and economic considerations lie at the basis ‘or 
the establishment of thie institution, however one must not ignore the political 
implications: the desire to establish an economic system which will become a 
nucleus for a future Palestinian state or as described in a PLO publication, 
“to establish a Palestinian revolutionary nucleus which will implement tho 
economic independence of the Palestinian revolution on the territory of the 
liberated Palestinian homeland." 


In this connection, it is known that an economic delegation from India will come 
to Lebanon in order to assist the PLO in building a Palestinian industrial foundation 
in this country. 


The PLO also has its own “Kupat Holim” [Workers Sick Fund) in Lebanon, although 
it is limited to the families of terrorists who are serving in the PLO ranke-- 
combatants, wounded, and captured. The Fund, which is based on PLO membership 
dues and voluntary participat‘on, provides complete health services to all the 
eligible families, from examinations to hospitalization and surgery. 


The main hospitais of the Palestinian Kupat Helim [Workers Sick Fund] in Lebanon 
are under the management of the Palestinian Red Crescent Association, and they 
ate concentrated primarily in Beirut. Other medical centers of the Fund are in 
Sidon, Tyre, Nabatiyah, Al Biqa’, Tripoli, Baalbek, etc. 








Information in the Spirit of the Palestinian Covenant 


The Fund membership is 20 to 30,000, and there ie now an internal dispute 

within the PLO over the expansion of the membership and adding all the PLO people, 
and not only the activ «ts, to the Fund. The PLO health services include, of 
course, aleo the Palestinien Red Creacent Association, which was founded a short 
time after the Six-Day Wa: Thie association maintains branches in virtually 

all of the Arab countries, and it has extensive medical services and broad ties 
with various humanitarian organizations thorughout the world. 


Another body which belongs to the Palestinian establishment in Lebanon is 

the Institution for Social Affairs, which works primarily in providing welfare 
services to the families of the terrorisce in the various factions in the areas 
of finances, education, and health. Families who breadwinners have been killed 
or wounded as a result of terrorist actions receive a permanent monthly al- 
location. According to a Palestinian source, eligible families who live in 
Palestine, read: Ierael, also receive their allocation in a special way. 


The inetitution provides education to the children of terrorists who have been 
killed or captured, from kindergarten to higher education. In Lebanon the 
institution has established 11 kindergartens which contain about 1,290 children, 
On the primary and intermediate educational levels, the institution provides 
assistance to students in countries where there are no free schools for the 
families of the casualties. The institution also provides grants for higher 
education for the children of those killed and captured, and in certain instances, 
the inetitution also pays the tuition of ordinary Palestinian students. The 
inetitution also provides free vocational training for the Palestinian youth by 
giving preferential treatment to the children of casualties and the captured. 

It conducts courses designed to eliminate illiteracy in the camps, and it 
distributed propaganda materials in the various Palestinian population centers. 
Another group which benefits from the institution are the retirees, those with 
a terrorist past. The institution also established a special cemetery for 
Palestinians. 


The PLO leadership devotes special attention to the youth. Eleven years ago 
bra.ches for youth and sports affairs, with their center in Beirut, were established 
in several Arab countries. In 1974 the Youth and Sports Federation, the purpose 

of which was to prepare a generation of young leaders, to foster a spirit of 
loyalty and sacrifice for the Palestinian movement, and to implant among the 

youth the historical and geographical attachment to Palestine, was established 

in Lebanon. The association maintains close ties with similar bodies in the 

Arab world and is now working for acceptance as a member of the International Youth 
and Sports Federation. Full membership is granted to those who satisfy certain 
criteria, however even those who are not Palestinian are permitted to join the 
sports clubs. 





The PLO in Lebanon aleo has institutions for research, the press, and the radio. 
The Inetitute for Palestinian Studies is involved in theoretical studies on 
Ierae! and Palestine and distributes various propaganda publications throughout 
the world. There is a flourishing Palestinian press in Lebanon. The PLO 

itself has two main publications: FALASTIN AL-THAWRA (Revolutionary Palestine) 











and SHU'UN FALASTINIYA (Palestinian Affaire). The PLO's main radio station is 

in Lebanon and i@ called Voice of the Palestinian Revolution. It broadcasts 

5 hours a day, and ite broadcasts are directed at all the Palestinians in the 
region. Ite “tnformation” policies are based on the Palestinian Covenant, and 

ite broadcasts include programe aimed at the youth who were born outside the 

Land of Ierael: conversations with terrorists, leasons in the history of 

Palestine, acquaintanceship with the Arabe of the Land of Ierael and the Palestinian 
homeland, and conversations with writers and poets on practical cultural subjecte. 
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INTER=ARAB AFFALRS 


PLO OFFICIAL CRITICIZES JORDANIAN ATTITU?! 
Kuwait AL-SIYASAH in Arabic 17 Sep 80 p 15 
[Article: "“Abu-Iyad: ‘Our Relations with Jordan Require Immediate Review'"] 


[Text] Yesterday a prominent Palestinian official in Beirut warned that "con- 
tinuation cf the relation between the Palestinian resistance and the Jordanian 
regime without precepts will lead to a catastrophe." 


In an interview with the newspaper AL-SAFIR published yesterday, member of the 
Central Committee of the Fatah fedayeen movement Salah Khilf, "Abu-lyad," admitted 
that relations between the Palestinian resistane and "the Jordanian regime in the 
present form will ce.uce us various difficulties." 


He added, "At a time when Palestinian officials are going to Jordan and sitting 

down with Jordanian officials during negotiations, Jordanian Intelligence is launch- 
ing campaigns of police raids and arrests against the sons of our Palestinian and 
Jordanian people." Abu-Iyad said that this matter requires immediate review. 


In his interview, Abu-lyad talked about the European initiative with regard to the 
Middle East. He said, "Some Arabs don't want to use oil. Therefore, they resort 
to confirming the soundness of the European initiative in order to cover up their 
own positions. The truth is that the European initiative is part of American 
policy.” 


On the other hand, the Palestinian official asserted that the Palestinian resis- 
tance had "documents" proving the participation of the Lebanese Phalangist Party 
in an explosion which occurred in Bologne, Italy last month killing many people. 


He said, “Terrorists from a number of West European fascist parties are being trained 
in training camps run by the Phalangist Party." He added, “Elements of these fascist 
parties are training to undertake demolition operations in West Europe." 


French authorities have arrested a member of an Italian right-wing party on the 
charge of being connected with the Bologne explosion. 


Abu-Iyad warned against the growing deterioration of the Arab position. He said, 
"If we, the Palestinian resistance and Syria, don't stand up and join together to 
meet the challenges, the Arab position will further deteriorate and retreat." 


As for the attitude of the Palestinian resistance toward the recently proclaiuwed 
union of Syria and Libya, he said, "The resistance must take its place in this union, 
and it will certainly be at its heart." 
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INTER-ARAB AFFAIRS 


FORMATION OF MAGHREBIAN LEAGUE FOR PEACE, SOLIDARITY 
Tunis LA PRESSE DE TUNISIE in French 25 Oct 80 p 6 
[Article: "A League for Solidarity and Peace in the Maghreb") 


(Text) The League for Solidarity and Peace in the Maghreb will te 
created as soon as its founders have completed the legal rormalities 
required. 


The idea of such an association, in response to the necessity for a revival 
of a common action for cooperation and rapprochement of the Maghrebian people, 
sprung in the minds of a number of Tunisian intellectuals following the 
Ninth Maghrebian Medical Congress which, for the first time in several 

years, had gathered Algerian, Moroccan and Tunisian physicians in Rabat. 


Thus, at a meeting attended by Tunisian university professors and writers, 
journalists and lawyers, and officials ↄ2f various social and economic organ- 
izations, last 28 May in Tunis, it had been decided to provide--not impromptu 
but as a carefully thought-out action--the conditions necessary to translate 
Maghrebian solidarity into concrete facts, every day, an idea which has long 
been dear to the Maghrebians but which changing circumstances have sometimes 
put sorely to the test. 


Thus, and in memory of the relations which have been forged between so 

many Maghrebians for so long during the struggle for national independence, 
and as an homage to ali the martyrs who have died for the cavee of a uni- 
fied and solidary Maghreb, the Tunisian founding members of the League for 
Solidarity and Peace in the Maghreb have felt it their duty to use all means 
aveiiable to revive and strengthen the spirit of inter-Maghrebian coopera- 
tion, regardless of all borders and ulterior motives, and on the basis of 
reciprocal equality and solidarity. 


in addition, in the troubled times which the Arab nation is now experiencing, 
they consider that, now more than ever, there should be no question of 
insulting the future. 


Thus the necessity for a permanent and ever renewed call to reason and to 
the union of minds and hearts, in a climate of peace and concord which is 
made imperative for more than one reason precisely by the sore test to which 
our Maghreb is put today. 
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On the basis of these principles, and in the light of experience, it thus 
became apparent that only 4 patient and unrelenting ection, continued 
whtiringly day after day, and going beyond the effects of prevailing 
cirewmetances, could bring ue closer to these objectives which #0 impera~ 
tively condition our common fate. 


Tt is, therefore, in this epirit that the by-laws of the League for 
Solidarity and Peace in the Maghreb have been prepared, and that ite 
founding sembere have committed themselves to work. Their goai is to 
carry on any action which would promote peace and concord, and to encourage 
ail good willie working in that direction, without any exclusion. At the 
same time, they intend to contribute to the preservation and strenghtening 
of inter-Maghrebian relations, by giving them the moet privileged status, 
especially in the social, cultural and economic Gomains, so as to fulfill 
the deep-seated aepirations of our respective people. 


in this case, the visite recently paid to Algeria and Morocco by high 
Tunisian officials with Mr Mohamed Mzali, prime minister, at their head, 
have probably warmed the heart of 411 Maghrebians. Through the concrete 
decisions which were made at the highest level, they have contributed to 
stress in the most outstanding manner the existing desire for understanding 
and rapprochement which each Maghrebian harbors at the bottom of hie heart. 


To help further concretize this desire, the call to mutual assistance and 
concord which we, in our turn, are now making gust: 


1) make use of 411 information and communication media, such as press 
articles, publications, periodicals, symposia and meetings: 


2) further gutual relations, especially between the youth and cadres at 
ail levels; this can be achieved by promoting the circulation of persons 
and the exchange of experiences, especially in the scientific, technical, 
economic, social and cultural ‘ields; 


3) finally, in our sutual interest, help promote cooperation between 
various agencies, organizations and institutions in the three 
countries. 


With a view to helping in the progressive realization of these objectives, 
the founding members of the League for Slidarity and Peace in the Maghreb 
have also agreed to work toward the creation of similar associations in 
other Maghreb countries and, later on, to gather 411 these “regional” asso- 
Ciations into 4 single Maghrebian federation; in the meanwhile, the 
Tunisian league would like to have correspondents in the three brother 
countries. 


To thie end, the founding members have formed 4 provisional enlarged board 
of directors with, 4° chairman, Mr Hamed Zeghal, former secretary of 
state to the minister of National Education and general manager of the 
Tunisian Agency for Technical Cooperation. 














A wide range of people are represented on the boaid: it includes univers.ty 
profeeeors, Dre Bleim Amar, Abdeiwahab Bouhdida and Mohamed Fantar, 
officiale of large social impact organizations, Mre Dordana Masmoud! and 

Mere Goved Chater, Mr Aled Amara, @ union official, member of the Nationa) 
Union Commission, Mre Agiza Quahehi, president of the council of the order 
of pharmacies, writers representing the Tunisian writers’ union, Mesere 
Mustapha Fersi, Abdelaziz Kacem, Ahmed Kedidi and Noureddine Samoud, heade 
of enterprises and representat..*68 of economic and financial agencies, 
Mesers Habib Ghemim, Mokhtar Fakhfakh, Ali Boukkrie and Mustapha Drise, 
lawyers, includine Mr Rachid Sabagh, president at the Court of Appeals, 

and tashar £il Karoui Chabbi, president of the order of barristers, phy#\cians, 
including Dr Hamouda Ben Slama, assistant general secretary of the Union of 
Arab Physicians, Dr Hec. Mhenni, professor of pediatrics and medical journai- 
ist, Dr Rifeaat Daly, Gemographer and an eager pioneer of family planning, 

and finally, representing the important press and information sector, Messrs 
Abdelwahab Abdallah, Abdeljelil Damak, Ridna Najar and Fethi Houidi. 


The provisional board of directors of the League for Solidarity and Peace 
in the Maghreb, placing itself above 411 special interests, calls for aii 
those who believe in the higher interest of an independent and solidary 
Maghreb to support the league in achieving ite noble goals. 


The league is expecting adhesions, letters of support and any other c.ncrete 
forms of solidarity at its provisional headquarters in Tunis, at the House 
of Culcure Ibn Khaldoun. 


By that, it intends to underline how quch the name of the great Maghrebian 
who Ibn Fhaldoun was, engraved on the frontispiece of its headquarters, 

can symbolize the unity and perreniality of the Maghreb through the greatness 
and viciesitudes of its history. 
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INTER ARAB APFATRS 


GUIGA'S TALKS WITH SAUDIS ON COOPERATION RELATED 
Tunis LA PRESSE DE TUNISIE in Prench 29 Oct 80 p 4 


[Eacerpts) President Habib Bourguiba, yesterday at 1610 at the Palace of Carthage, 
received Driss Guiga, a member of the Political Bureau and minister of the Interior. 
Mr Guiga stated after the interview that after his return from the the Holy Piaces he 
had met with the Supreme Combatant, to whom he gave a report of the mission the chief 
of state had entrusted to him, as head of the 43 tion of Tunisian pilgrias. 


Mr Guige said, “| am eager to express my strong thanks to the Saud, authorities, 
who wr the pilgrims in great solicitude, despite the difficulties engendered by 
the gathering together of 2,000,000 Musiims during a very short period and in « piace 
no larger than 20 ka.” 


Concerning Saudi support for the development in Tunisia, the minister said: 


“1 had an opportunity to meet with King Khaled ibn Abdelaziz of Saudi Arabia on two 
occasions: the first was when | presented to him wishes and greetings from the 
Tunisian president, government and people to the Saudi king, government and people. 


“The second meeting with the Saudi sovereign concerned the relations between Turisia 
and Saudi Arabia, especially in foreign policy following the statements made by an 
Arab chief of state, which troubled ginds in Saudi Arabia, on the subject of the pii- 


grt image. 


“In connection with bilateral relations, we mentioned section on cooperation for de- 
velopment, ail the more so because the Saudi leaders have for 4 long time strongly 
supported Tunisia's development effort. 








"That effort, thanks to Saudi aid, has been able to realize several projects. Saudi 
Arabia, with the agreement of the Tunisian Government and its concerned organs, es- 
pecially the Planning and Finance Ministry, is currently engaged in drawing up other 
projects to be realized in the context of bilateral cooperation. I believe the sys- 
posium currentiy being held in Tunis under the chairmanship of Mansour Moaila, the 
minister of Planning and Finance, with the participation of business men, investors 
and representatives of Arab financial institutions--Seudi institutions in particular-- 


will end with itive results for promot Arab —2 — in Ri and 
and the — — relations between the ee Arak countries in general and 


Tunisie and Saudi Arabia in particular. 
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INTER ARAB APPAL RS 


BOURGUIBA'S COMMENTS ON ARAB INVESTMENT SYMPOSIUM REPORTED 
Tenis LA PRESSE DE TUNISIE in Prench 30 Oct 60 pp i, 5 


[Te t] Yesterday morning in the White Salon of the Paiace 
of Carthage Presiden: Bourguiba received the participants 
in the symposium on Arab investment in the Arab world, 
which was organized in Tunis. 


The audience was attended by Mansour Mosila, the minister 
of Planning and Finance, Abdelaziz Lasram, minister of the 
National Economy, and Lassead Ben Osman, minister of Agri- 
culture, as well as several ambassadors from Tunisia ac- 
credited in the Arab countries represented in the symposium. 


At the beginning of the interview the chief of state shook 
his guests’ hands one by one, wishing them every success in 
their work and a pleasant stay in Tunisia. 


Addressing the participants next, the president of the Republic said, "I have foi- 
lowed with interest the work of the symposium on Arab investment, in which 
Mohamed Mzali in the opening session defined Tunisia's development needs." 


The chief of state also expressed his pleasure at the seriousness that characterized 
the work of the symposium, and aiso the sincere desire to participate in the realiza- 
tion of development projects in Tunisia, pointing out that this margin of confidence 
is due to our country's stability, to its good intentions and also to its respect 
for pledges to pay its debts within the specified time. This has enhanced Tunisia's 
prestige and enabled it to enjoy a good image in the Arab world. 


After emphasizing the disposition France has shown to form a Tunisian-Arab-Prench 
bank, the president of the Republic indicated that Tunisia desires to cooperate with 
the countries that are its brothers and friends in order to make its development ob- 
jectives concrete, aii the sore so because it has no important o11 wealth. 


The chief of state indicated along that line that Tunisia is continuing to prospect 


its subsoil, emphasizing the promising horizons in gas production. He aiso brought 
up the good relations tying Tunisia to Algeria, recalling the cammon project to in- 
stall the Aigersan-Tunisian-Italian gas pipeline. 
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On the other hand, the Supreme Combatant underlined the measures taken by the gov- 
ernment to rehabilitate the social climate by forming @ national labor union com- 
mission chaired by the son of the martyred Leader Parhat Hached, and charged with 
preparing for the next congress of the Tunisian General Labor Union and the election 
of a directorate representing the workers. 


"Tunisia, because of its characteristics, is the best guarantee of the success of 
tae projects it envisages realizing in cooperation with you,” added President 
Bourguiba. ‘My choice of Mohamed Mzali, that great man, for prime minister will 
contribute to strengthening that cooperation. 1 am optimistic about the succ ss of 
the new plan, which | have entrusted to Mansour Moalla, one of the men best known 
because of their experience." 


The chief of stat« aiso recommended activating the realization of the project» de- 
cided upon, etpeciaily those that concern the tourist sector. He also brought up 
the question of agricultural cooperation, particularly in the fishing and livestock 
raising sectors. 


in conclusion President Bourguiba told of his conviction that Tunisia is still on 
the right path and that it will realize the objectives of dignity and progress to 
which it aspires. 


During this interview Mansour Moalla informed the chief of state of the resuits of 
the symposium on Arab investment, and of the success that crowned the work, thanks 
to the participation of representatives of five funds and .arge investment companics 
in the Arab worid. 


Dr Abdellatif Al Hamed, general director of the Kuwaiti Development Pund, gave o 
speech before the chief of state in which he expressed on behalf of the participants 
in the symposium his thanks and gratitude to Tunisia for having hosted this Arab 
meeting and stimulated Arab cooperation, not only between the Arab chiefs of state 
and their governments, but also between the business men and the Arab peoples. 


"Tunisia has particularities sucn as stability, wise leadership and good management, 
which can assure the inter-Arab cooperation the effectiveness expected of it," he 
conc luded. 
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INTE R= ARAB AFFALRS 


PORMATION OF NEW TUNIS LAN-KUWAITI BANK PREVIEWED 
Tunis LA PRESSE DE TUNISIE in Prench 30 Oct 60 p 6 


|Article by Yahia Barouni: “The Porming of a Tunisian-Kuwaiti Bank Witi, 100,000,000 
Dinars in Capital") 


[Text] The Symposium on Arab Investment in the Arab World 

ended yesterday morning after three days of candid and lively 
discussion. The closing session was marked by the signing of 
the agreement establishing the Tunisian-Kuwaiti Investment Bank, 
capital for which is 100,000,000 Tunisian dinars. The convention 
was signed on che Tunisian side by Mansour Moalia, the minister 
of Planning and Finance, and on the Kuwaiti side by Meiren Al 
Ahmad, ambassador from Kuwait in Tunis. Abdelaziz Lasram, the 
minister of the National Economy, and the participants in the 
Symposium witnessed the signing ceremony. 





in a speech for the occasion Mansour Moalla called this financial institution unique 
of its kind because of the volume of its capital and its future impact on Tunisia's 
socio-economic development. 


Mansour Moalla pointed out next the speed with which Tunisia and Kuwait arrived at 
drawing up the convention, which, he announced, was decided upon by common agreement 
in the space of one hour. 


In that same connection Mansour Moalla paid homage to his Kuwaiti counterpart, 
Abderrahman Al-Atiki, and to Badr Abdaliah Rachid, the under secretary for invest- 
ment and foreign economic affairs in the Kuwaiti Finance Ministry, for their meri- 
torious efforts to translate the formation of this financial institution into a re- 
ality. 


Mansour Moalla also paid ringing homage to Majren Ahmed Al-Hamad, who, he said, was 
the principal architect of the founding of the bank. 


Mansour Moalla expressed the hope that the bank will be the link in a chain of joint- 
ly-owned Tunisian-/rab banks. 
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for his part, the ambassador from Kuwait, who signed the convention on behalf of 

the Kuwaiti Finance Ministry, wished the institution every success, expressing the 
hope that the Tunisian-Kuwaiti cooperation will constitute a model to be followed by 
the Arab countries. 


Badr Abdallah Rachid expressed pleasure in his turn over the signing of the conven- 
tion, which in itself, he noted, is "a beginning and not an end." 


On the day before, a working session brought together the representatives of the 

Arab Development Pund and several Tunisian leaders. Abdelaziz Lasram, the minister 
vf the National Economy, Lassaad Ben Osman, minister of Agriculture, and 

Brahim Khouja, secretary of state for the Transportation and Communications Ministry, 
in charge of PTT (Postal, Telephone and Telegraph], attended the session, in the 
course of which the participants listened to reports on the principal projects that 
Tunisia expects to realize under the sixth plan, in the financing of which Arab in- 
vestors may participate. 


Bureaucracy, a Curb on Investment 


Arab deposits in Western countries could and should be partly oriented to the Arab 
world, but difficulties still exist, some participants stated. Bureaucracy and ad- 
ministrative sluggishness are problems afflicting a great many Arab countries. This 
symposium, therefore, should result in conclusions that would make it possible to 
surmount them. The speakers also emphasized the need to increase the contacts be- 
tween Arab investors, so they can exchange experiences in this area. Tax legisia- 
tion, import-export procedures, the capability of local contractors and other diffi- 
culties connected with simply tracing foreign legislation that is ill-adapted to the 
realities of the Arab world are so many problems to be solved. 


To attract Arab capital deposited abroad, it is necessary above all to create a cli- 
mate of confidence that can make investors feel secure and assure them a minimum of 
guarantee and gain, other participants in the conference said. 


Speaking as part of the discussion, Mansour Moalla indicated that from 1974 to 1980 
he has been in charge of financial institutions and for that reason has been able to 
see first-hand the negative repercussions of bureaucracy on development. "This is 
why,"’ he said, “considering the importance of the planned projects, we will work to- 
gether to relax the administrative formalities for the benefit of a better structur- 
ing of the Arab economies." 


More Interest in Agriculture 


This development action, which the ~ . |‘*ation of Arab investments is to be aimed at, 
other participants added, must be i “ not limited to any particular sector. 
Agriculture deserves interest, beca . it depends the solution to the rural exo- 
dus and the fulfillment of our nutrit..nal needs. These investments, then, must 

have positive repercussions, on the economic as well as the social sector. 


Investments Outside the Arab World: Similar Risks 
With regard to Arab investment in the West, the participants who approached this 


theme stated that the risks are almost the same as those incurred in the Arab coun- 
tries. In fact they include the same risks of losses (for example, the problem of 
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deteriorating terms of exchange). Also, in the same way, nationalization and tax- 
ation risks exist in Burope an! America, and all of this means, therefore, that 
stability can only ve relative. 


Upon the conclusion of the work of the symposium Mansour Moalla took the floor to 
summarize this meeting's work in 10 points. 


8946 
cso: 


Tunisia's new policy in promoting Arab investment is founded on reciprocal in- 
terest and gain. 


The revision of our policy has resulted in all fields being open to Arab invest- 
ment and joint Tunisian-Arab investment. 


The conclusion to be drawn from this symposium is that it is necessary to put 
place legislation appropriate to Arab investment. It is likewise necessary to 
stabilize the Arab manpower in the Arab world. 


Tunisia's desire to give priority to Arab capital when resorting to outside 


financing, this to be done within the framework of a financing plan now under 
study. 


To structure the Tunisian-Arab cooperation by putting in place means of communi- 
cation and organisms adequate for the continuity of that cooperation. 


To prove the effectiveness of the Arab cooperation by the realization of profit- 
able projects. 


We express the hope that Tunisia will become s meeting ground for cooperation 
and an economic base for creating joint projects serving and strengthening 
Arab cooperation. 
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INTER-ARAB AFFALRS 


KUWAITI REPRESENTATIVE'S COMMENTS ON INVESTMENT SYMPOSIUM GI VEN 


Tunis LA PRESSE DE TUNISIE in French 31 Oct 80 p 2 


[interview with Ahmed Douij, a representative of the Kuwaiti Real Estate Investment 
Consortium, in Tunis, by Yahia Barouni; date not given] 


{Text} As a spin-off of the symposium on Arab investment 
being held in Tunis, we met with Ahmed Douij, the repre- 
sentative of the Kuwaiti Real Estate Investment Consortium, 
who was kind enough to answer our questions on the Consort - 
ium's activities in Tunisia. 


[Question] What are the Consortium's activities in Tunisia, particularly in the 
tourism area? 


[Answer] The Consortium is currently in the process of developing five important 
tourism projects in Tunisia. The first is the "Nejma" hotel complex, which has ai- 
ready been built in Sousse. The other units being built are located in Tunis and 
Sousse. There is the Diar E] Andalous, the Abou Nawas Hotel (which will be ready 
at the end of next July), the Tunisia-Palace (which is to be renovated) and the 
"Mechtel"’ Hotel in the Belvedere 


in the tourism field, the Consortium, through its branch, the CTKD [expansion un- 
known], is financing the various projects up to a limit of 30,000,000 dinars, for a 
total cost of 45,000,000 dinars. 


Regarding the “Tunisia-Palace," the delay in the work is due to purely procedural 
questions. 


[Question] During the symposium you stated that investing Arab capital in Arab 
countries is very difficult. What are the reasons for this? 


[Answer] Actually, penetration of Arab investment into the Arab world is tough and 
very difficult. The investor has to have an unshakable will and unfailing patience, 
because he has to spend a very long time in discussions to convince the various par- 
ties. This does not mean he has to despair and abandon everything. On the contrary, 
he must confront these problems to smoothe them out, because there is no alternative 
solution. 
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[Question) What problems are hindering Arab investment in Tunisia, such as those 
you endured as a@ pioneer investor’ 


|Answer} Compared to other Arab countries, the difficulties in Tunisia are minimal. 
But this certainly doesn't mean that it isn't necessary to fight or close your eyes 
to them, They are almost all administrative because the desire to receive Arab in- 
vestment really exists. 


The difficulties are due in part to the administrative structures inherited from the 
colonial period. 


The Consortium, through the experience it has acquired in Tunisia, has contributed to 
their solution and to establishing a certain climate of confidence. 


[Question] Is the state of Kuwait a shareholder in the Consortium? 


[Answer] Actually, the state of Kuwait participates in the Consortium's capital, en- 
courages its activities and supports them. The Consortium is also active in Kuwait, 

where it has developed several corporations. It currently taps private Kuwaiti cap- 

ital and others. As for our relations with the Arab Development Punds, they are not 

direct, but complementary. 


[Question] After new fields have been opened up to Arab investment in Tunisia, does 
the Consortium envisage expanding its activities? 


[Answer| We are very happy about that opening up, because we contributed to creating 
this new situation, which is favorable to encouraging Arab investment in Tunisia. 

The opening up of the agricultural sector is very important. On that subject it 

must be stated that investment does not mean appropriation of land, but the exploita- 
tion of land in the common interest, because the land has to remain Tunisian. 


The Consortium does not plan to be occupied with this area because there are other 
Kuwaiti organizations that specialize in industry and agriculture. So our role will 
be one of making people aware, to induce those institutions to come to Tunisia. 


The formation of the Tunisian-Kuwaiti Bank will also certainly contribute to the 
promotion of the industrial and agricultural sectors. 


[Question] Doesn't the political climate in the Arab world discourage Arab invest- 
ment from coming into the Arab countries? 


[Answer] We, as a Consortium, are anxious to state that this climate has no effect 
on our determination to come and invest in the Arab countries. If we have to take 
this climate into consideration, we can't do anything but close up shop. It must 
also be stated that this climate isn't much difterent from that of other, non-Arab 
countries. The risk of nationalization, for example, is a danger that today has be- 
come minimal in the Arab world. In fact the problem is not one of the risks of na- 
tionalization, but rather one of administrative sluggishness. It is certain that 
change of regime does not appreciably change the investment situation, and that has 
already been true for several years. 


Where Tunisia is concerned, we want to intensify the efforts to make this country an 
example to follow for Arab cooperation. An example of what can be accomplished by 
Arab capital if the right climate exists. 
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[Question] Does the Consortium propose to participate in financing Tunisia's 
next development plan? 


[Answer] Actually, we intend to mobilize 10 percent of the capital intended for the 
tourism field, around 500,000,000 dinars. We hope the 10-percent figure will just 


be the minimum. 
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INTER=ARAB AFFAIRS 


RESULTS OF ARAB INVESTMENT SYMPOSIUM DISCUSSED 
Tunis LA PRESSE DE TUNISIE in French 28 Oct 80 p 5 


[Article by Yahia Barouni: "Economic Difficulties To Be Overcome in Strengthening 
Cooperation" ] 


[Text] ‘“xom 27 to 29 October Tunis is hosting an international symposium on "Arab 
Invesiment in the Arab Countries." 


Mr Mzali, the prime minister, presided yesterday over the opening of the work of this 
pan-Arab meeting. 


There are five fundamental points on the agenda: Arab investment and economic coop- 
eration; unified agreement on Arab investment and its taking place in Arab countries; 
the current situation and the future of joint Tunisian-Arab projects; and the Arab 
contribution to Tunisia's development. 


During the morning session the participants approached subjects relative to the re- 
sults of this cooperation in Tunisia, as well as the difviculties standing in the 
way of its development. in that connection Tunisia is % typical example of the 
materialization of inter-Arab cooperation; the constant increase in the number of 
Arab investments participating in development projects is tangible proof. The 
speakers also reported on their respective experiences and stressed the positive as- 
pects of such cooperation. 


Concerning Tunisia's determination to encourage Arab investment, Mr Moalla emphasized 
that all socio-economic fields are open to all Arab investors, pointing out that the 
Tunisian government has resolved to strengthen semi-private companies. 


At present Arab cooperation in Tunisia is primarily concerned with the tourist sec- 
tor, which has been the beneficiary of a significant financial contribution 
(Kuwaiti, Saudian, the Emirates) for building important complexes (El Kantaoui port, 
Tunis-Nord-Monastir). 


In addition to the tourist sector, there is Arab investment in the industrial sector. 
There is Arab participation in the chemical industries of Gabes and the ICM [Maghreb 
Chemical Industries]. 
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However, this cooperation is being called upon to be strengthened, despite the eco- 
nomic or structural] difficulties hindering its development. 


Today we are willing to admit that regional cooperation is a necessity that is bene- 
ficial to all parties concerned in it. It can only have positive repercussions on 
the Arab economy in general and the economy of each Arab country taken individually. 


There remains the problem this investment might encounter in the Arab world. Even 

if all the difficulties cannot be ironed out, participation of Arab funds in the de- 
velopment projects of each country cannot help but be profitable over the short and 
long terms and cannot help but serve the complementarity and unity of those countries. 


As for legislation problems concerned with guaranteeing investment, they do not ap- 
pear to be insoluble. Legal agreement on Arab investment is already a step in the 
right direction. 


Participation of Arab capital in the development work of each Arab country is of 
course dependent on the existence of certain conditions, such as basic infrastruc- 
ture, the country's ability to receive and absorb the capital, the adaptation of 
financial and economic channels to the transfer of capital and the existence of leg- 
islation for regulating and protecting the investments. 


The formation of an Arab financial market being the goal, the objective toward which 
all Arab cooperation is aimed, it goes without saying that the creation of joint 
inter-Arab companies will contribute and contribute a great deal to strengthening 
the cooperation, shielding it more from the hazards of politics. 


The forming of joint investment companies, common industrial projects, etc., must be 
done in this context. 


Investment does not have to wait, in order to develop, for the radical transforma- 
tion of the receiving structures, which can only evolve slowly. Likewise, the 
scarcity of the host countries' markets can be surmounted by creating joint projects 
having access to the markets of the receiving countries and the investing countries, 
and by expanding to other Arab countries, and even a third country, with the idea of 
@ triangular cooperation. 
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INTER-ARAB AFFALRS 


MZALI'S SPEECH TO ARAB INVESTMENT SYMPOSIUM REPORTED 
Tunis LA PRESSE DE TUNISIE in French 28 Oct 80 p 5 


[Speech by Mohamed Mzali, prime minister, to the Symposium on Arab Investment in the 
Arab World, at the Hilton Hotel in Tunis, 27 Oct 1980] 


[Text] 1 should like first of all to greet you and welcome you to Tunisia, your sec- 
ond fatherland, which is advancing with steady steps on the path of progress, led by 
its president, Supreme Combatant Habib Bourguiba, the man who liberated the country 
from the yoke of colonialism, restored dignity to his fellow citizens and continues 
to fight with the same vigor, the same determination, against the causes of under- 
developmert, such as ignorance and indigence, with a view to winning the wager of 
civilization and the battle for development. 


i should also like to thank you for having been eager, despite your pressing occupa- 
tions, to participate in this symposium in order to discuss "Arab Investments in the 
Arab Country,"' a subject to which we attach a great deal of importance, for we con- 
sider the circulation of capital in the Arab countries in the form of investments 
profitable to all parties as the foundation of ary Arab economic action. 


The common Arab economic strategy to be discussed at the next summit gives this sub- 
ject a position of choice, since it recommends putting Arab savings at the service of 
development in the Arab fatherland. 


Honorable guests, 


Tunisia, which has with satisfaction welcomed Arab investment by granting it guaran- 
tees and privileges, would like on the occasion of this meeting to evaluate its ex- 
perience in this area by confronting it with other experiences, and to know the opin- 
ions and impressions of our brothers on the subject, so we may if necessary reconsid- 
er our laws pertaining to investment. 


During the last few months we have taken stock of the development we have realized 
during the decade just ended, which enabled our country to clear important stages in 
its march toward progress. Encouraging results were recorded, especially in the in- 
vestment field, in creating jobs, which enabled us to attain an appreciable growth 
rate. 
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The organs of the Pian at aii levels are at present working out the development 
strategy for the decade 1962-1901, and for the sixth five-year plan, 1081-1986, 


During that period the Tunisian economy will have to face 4 new big gamble: doubiing 
the investment volume and creating 4 maximum number of jobs, so we may gradually ar- 
rive at controlling the probien. 


Our effort in investment matters will be especially oriented toward agriculture and 
the sector of the processing and tourism industries. 


Moreover, during recent years Arab investment, in the tourist and industria! fields, 
has contributed to the realization of a number of important projects, such as the 
Sousse-Nord tourist complex, industrial phosphates and chemical products. 


We have every reason to hope that Arab investors will support our development effort 
more effectively during the sixth plan and the next decade. Such an action cannot 
fail to serve the interest of the Arab nation, to strengthen its economic compie- 
mentarity, and to promote harmonious development there, supported by the joint ef- 
forts of ail of us. 


To that effect, it is my pleasure to emphasize that Arab investments are timely in 
the tourist and industrial sectors, for the realization of projects with or without 
Tunisian participation. 


Concerning the agricultural sector, the Tunisian government intends to associate 
Arab investment with it by means of agricultural contracts or by establishing corp- 
orations charged with modernizing and intensifying farming, to res to the needs 
of the local market and increase our ability to export to the brot Arab countries. 
in this way Tunisia intends to contribute to assuring food security in Tunisie and 
the Arab fatherland. 





| am seizing this opportunity to emphasize to you the strategic importance of the 
agricultural sector in Tunisia and in the Arab world. in Tunisia, @ country with 
great potential in this area--in particular a number of highiy-trained technicians 
and middle managers, agriculture receives various kinds of encouragement. it was in 
this context that the Supreme Combatant's decisions were taken on raising the prices 
of certain agricultural products (grains) at the production level--decisions likely 
to make the farmer feel secure and encourage him to settie on the land. This was ob- 
viously an action with very positive political and economic repercussions. for 

when the citizen is sedentarized on the land of his ancestors and encouraged to cre- 
ate wealth where he is, the charm of the city has no more effect on him, and the 
problem posed by the rural exodus can only be alleviated. Consequentiy, sedentar- 
izing the citizen is incontestably a determining factor in safeguarding the country's 
stability. Por in reality, what can threaten companies and overthrow political re- 
gimes is overpopulation of the cities and the various problems that demographic 
phenomenon engenders at aii levels. 


This is why it is important to work toward achieving demographic equilibrium between 
regions, by settling the people in their native villages, by providing them with the 
conditions for a dignified life, which strengthens the foundations of the political 
regime in place. 
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The expansion of agriculture is a factor that should not be neglected in any way, 
because it is af important element in stability; and the Arab world, more than at 
any other time, needs that stability in order to develop. 


On the other hand, a large part of the Arab population lives off agriculture, which 
young people are loath to devote themselves to; because of this agriculture tends to 
become the economy's poor relation. 


in Tunisia, @8 an example, the average age of the Tunisian farmers is 55. Thus, it 
is @asy to see how the rural exodus is seriously threatening the future of the agri. 
cultural land. This is why it is important to take a firm position vis-a-vis this 
question. To do $80, it is advisable to promote educational methods to make the 
young people aware of this sector and to develop the rural world, in order to settie 
the tarmers and their sons on the agricultural land. 


in addition to the various production sectors, the work of development requires sig- 
nificant investment to put the finishing touches on the economic and social infra- 
structure, for weakness or absence of infrastructure constitutes the most dangerous 
obstacle in the path of development, since it reduces the capacity to receive invest- 
ment. 


The brother Arab countries have helped us through the last decade to finance many 
economic and social infrastruct ‘re projects. We hope to continue t ‘efit from 
this support, because the Arab development funds are, for Tunisia, t.. ost important 
contribution, on which it gust be able to count in order to build dams, to carry out 
canalization projects and water supply and electrical energy projects, to construct 
high schools, colleges, hospitais and roads. 


in hydraulics, for example, | inform you that the phreatic layer of the Tunisian 
south contains significant levels of drinking water which, if we have avai'’able the 
credits necessary for drilling and exploitation, are capable of satisfying the needs 
of the citizens for drinking water and improving the land of the Tunisian south. 


Such 4 project is easy to accomplish in that it requires, not peak technology but 
merely investment, to put it into operation. 


Possibilities for investment exist in Tunisia, but what is missing are resources for 
financing and we hope our Arab brothers will furnish us the necessary credits to 
transform the face of the land for the benefit of men. 


There is reason to emphasize, in this connection, that the fact that we are appealing 
to Arab financial resources to reaiize our economic projects, including infrastruc- 
ture, comes from a political option based on the necessity of strengthening the Arab 
complementarity. 


This meeting was organized to proceed with an enriching exchange of ideas on a sulb- 
ject that is vital to the evolution of the Arab nation. I have no doubt whatsoever 
thet this symposium will resuit in concrete proposals that will enable us to 
strengthen our ties and further strengthen the cooperation and solidarity between 
members of the great Arab family, thanks to the virtues that must continue t» moti- 
vate us: the sincerity of our intentions and our determination to mobi.ize our ma- 
terial and human resources for the good of our peoples and our young generations who 
aspire to a better future, one of prosperity and invulnerability. 
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| should like to point out, in this context and in reply to 4 question some peo- 
ple might ask about the future for capital invested in Tunisia, that investment, by 
enabling projects to be launched and creating new jobs, undoubtedly contributes to 
strengthening the political and social stability of Tunisia. 


Uniess we work to develop the country's economy and realize projects that generate 
jobs, unemployment and the disillusionment of the young can be sources of anxiety 
and disorder. On the other hand, if we invest, if we act together and if we gambie 
on Tunisia's development, the development of this developing Arab country, we can 
surmount aii of these obstacles, avoid anything likely to [word illegible] to de 
stabilization and discourage 41) those who seek to bring prejudice to the sover. 
eignty of Tunisia. 


Naturally, we must remember, in Tunisia the regime is strong, the Tunisian people is 
devoted to President Bourguiba. However, it is necessary to work to develop the eco- 
nomy of the country and promote the corporation. To attain this objective we must 
act--and be--self-confident. 


With every new job we create we will be giving birth to & new citizen, integrated 
into society. 


Likewise, every agrocompliex set up can only strengthen our agriculture and our agri- 
cultural production, which will naturally reduce our dependence on foreigners and 
hence strengthen as well our independence, our freedom of decision. 

investment has an economic aspect, 4 political aspect and 4 civilizational aspect. 
That is why it is incumbent upon us a8 militants and men of action to assimilate the 
close tie existing between the economy, policy and civilization, and to set in motion 
all available means to transiate these principles and objectives into deeds. 


Once sore | welcome you to Tunis and wish you 4 pleasant stay among us. 
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INTER ARAB AFFAIRS 


PLANS TO PORM TUNISLAN-~ARAB BANKS OUTLINED 
Tunis LA PRESSE De TUNISIE in Prench 29 Oct 80 pp i, 5 
Article by Yahia Barouni: “imminent Creation of Several Tunisian-Arab Banks") 


[Text}) Certain Guif countries are ready to welcome part of the Tunisian 
manpower . 


Toward setting up legislation encouraging Arab investment. 


The symposium on “Arab investment in the Arab World” resumed its work yesterday sorn- 
ing at the Hilton Hotel in Tunis. The day before, representatives from Tunisie met 
in an afternoon working session with representetives of the Arab financial organiza- 
tions attending the symposium, to acquaint them with the development Pian and the 
Tunisian economic projects that may be financed by public and private Arab capita). 


The morning session opened with « report by Mansour Moslla, the minister of Planning 
and Finance, who gave 4 brief survey of the next five-year plan and the prospects for 
financing that it offers Arab investors by virtue of the large number of projects 
written into it. 


The ensuing discussion enabled the speakers to take up @ great many themes concerned 
with investments, their security, the legislation regulet them in the receiving 
countries; the question of semi-private and gultileteral corporations, etc. 


The participants discussed the difficulties that get in the way of investment --diffi- 
culties connected with legislation and the actual capability of the host country to 
receive such capite)l. 


During the same session the chairman of the symposium proposed that the discussion 
take up the following main themes: the financing of the next Tunisian plan; improve- 
ment of the climate (especially the economic climate) of the countr es requesting cap- 
ital; the risks attendant upon investing Arab capital outside of Arab countries; de- 
fining the time limit for Arab nationality for the investments; the role of the pub- 
lic and private sectors in financing the development of the Arab world. 
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Tunisia: a Solvent Country 


On the subject of financing for the fifth plan, Mansour Moalla indicated that Tunis- 
ia, — the ate emer of aii the national energy and in order to best « onduct 
its work of developing foreign aid in particular, still has need of the capital sup- 
port that the brot ~ r Arab countries continues to furnish. 


in this context he expressed the hope that the Arab cooperation which until now has 
represented 22 percent of the foreign aid will be raised to about 50 percent in the 
next plan. 


Mansour Moaila added that Tunisia, a solvent country enjoying a certain credibility 
with the international financial authorities, envisages as part of the goai of mak- 
ing Arab investment in Tunisia more profitable, sett up joint investment banks, 
such as the Tunisian-Kuwaiti, Tunisian-Saudi enc Tunisian-Bmirates investment banks. 
to be started up in the next few weeks. 


Discussing this secticn, the participants were led to debate the subject of Arab in- 
vestment in Tunisia. 


The representatives of the Tunisian and Arab financial institutions participating in 
the symposium were unanimous in noting thai Tunisia, which so badly needs Arab in- 
vestment to finance its socio-economic projects, has not in the past given enough en- 
couragement to Arab investors to invest in our country. 


On that subject they recalled certain difficulties that certain Arab financial insti- 
tutions interested in the Tunisian market had previously been exposed to. They 
pointed out that the legislation drawn up for that purpose is general in nature and 
deais with foreign investments, with no distinction between them. Hence they recom- 
mended that an ee be provided to perfect legal texts appropriate to Arab 
investment in Tunisia and that substantial encouragement to that end be lavishly 
bestowed. 


The participants emphasized the need to transcend the principle of political good 
will to establish Tunisian-Arab financial cooperation on legal and practical, clear 
foundations. 


Imminent Creation of a Tunisian-Kuwaiti Bank 


Speaking as part of the discussion, Mansour Moalla reassured Arab investors of the 
Tunisian government's determination to perfect, in the coming months, legislation 
that will take into account the requirements, needs and peculiarities of Arab invest- 
ments. “Thus,” he said, “in order to translate the Tunisian-Kuwaiti Investment Bank 
plan into actuality, we have arrived at defining a regulation appropriate to and 
specific for that Arab institution. There is no reason not to do as much with sim- 
ilar institutions.” 


Priority to Arab Manpower 


On the subject of manpower, the speakers brought out the fact that priority will 
have to be given to Arab manpower in the requesting countries. In that connection 
the participants in the conference suggested creating, where Tunisia is concerned, 
a social attache post which would be concerned with this particular question and 
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could put the requesters and the offerers of jobs in contact with each other when- 
ever necessary. in fact, some Gulf countries have proposed to Tunisia that they wel- 
come part of the traditional Tunisian manpower, 


On that question Mr Moalla stated that he met with the Social Affairs minister to 
strengthen the social activity of the Tunisian embassies in the Arab world, to see 
to what extent the market could resorb the surplus of the Tunisians seeking jobs. 


The Coexistence of a National Private Sector is Necessary 


Concerning the role of the two sectors, public and private, the speakers declared 
that the coexistence of the two sectors is necessary. The public sector has to be 
concerned more with donations and loans, while ease of payment is of interest to the 
basic infrastructure of the Arab countries (heavy industry, energy). 


The national private sector of each receiving country is also a necessity and an en- 
couragement giving a feeling of security to the sought-after private capital. This 
private sector is not to be motivated solely by gain, for it should also be oriented 
toward Arab national interest. 


Awe iting the Arab Common Market 


Realization of an Arab common market proving to be difficult, one of the participants 
stated, it is profitable and logical to begin with a bilateral or multilateral coop- 
eration, or a sectorial cooperation (protection of a particular product on the scale 
of several Arab countries), in the interest of the participating parties from the 
Arab world. 


These were the main themes approached yesterday morning. in the afternoon a second 
meeting was to bring together the representatives of the Arab Development Fund and 
their Tunisian colleagues. 
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INTER-ARAB AFFAIRS 


LIFT TOURISM BARRIERS, ARAB STATES URGED 


Abu Dhabi EMIRATES NEWS in English 12 Nov 80 p 3 


[Article by Maruf Khwaja) 
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INTER-ARAB AFFAIRS 


NEW ATLAS OF ARAB WORLD IN PREPARATION 


Abu Dhabi EMIRATES NEWS in English 12 Nov 80 p 2 
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INTER-ARAB AFFAIRS 


BRIEFS 





IRAQI FIGHTING SUPPORTED--President Saddam Husayn has received more cables 
of support for the battle of honor and dignity fought by our struggler 
country against the racist Persians, as follows: We the masses of the 
etruggler city of Aleppo congratulate you, Mr President, on the victories of 
our Iraqi army, the hero of Saddam's al-Qadisiyah battle. Go for mre 
victories, 0 zealous army. Raise the Iraqi flag on the occupied Arab terri- 
tory and fight bravely against the carlatan Khomeyni. Struggler president, 
it has become obvious to us that the regime of traitor Al-Asad is waging a 
campaign of suspicion against the heroic Araqi army. This traitor, who is 
the agent of Khomeyni and imperialiem and its collaborators, had sent his 
army, tanks, armored care and guns to Aleppo to kill innocent people and 
loot stores. Rif-at al-Asad had aleo sent hie special forces with inetruc- 
tion to kill the people of Aleppo and destroy the city. These are the clear 
facts. Yet, they claim that they are the heroes of eteadfastness and con- 
frontation. Does the killing of innocent women, children and old people 
mean steadfastness and confrontation? You, the hero of al-Qadisiyah, are 
the true hero of steadfastness and the liberation of Arab territory. We 
sacrifice our souls and blood for you, 0 hero of al-Qadisiyah and liberation. 
The Iraqi military and political leadership is the devout leadership of 

the Arab nation. The Al-Asad regime is a traitorous regime. It is the 
enemy of the Arab nation and religion. March ahead, and may God grant you 
success. We are loyal soldiers under your wise leadership. [Signed] The 
Struggler Masses of Aleppo. [Excerpt] [JN@81825 Baghdad Voice of the Masses 
in Arabic 1600 GMT 8 Nov 80) 
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GOLAN HEIGHTS-LEBANON BARTER--Kuwait, 13 Nov (KUNA)--A local newspaper 
Thursday reported that Syria had turned down an American-initiated Romanian 
offer for “bartering” the Golan Heights for North Lebanon. Quoting well- 
informed sources in Beirut and Damascus, AL-QABAS newspaper said that 
President Hafiz al-Asad had warned against partition of Lebanon which he 
feels has become more likely than ever now. The newspaper failed to mention 
as to when this Romanian offer was conveyed to Syria, but said that the 
proposal was initiated by the U.S. administration as one of the solutions 
for settlement of the Middle East conflict. AL-QABAS said that Syria 

had affirmed that it has no territorial ambitions in Lebanon or any other 
country and that it accepts no alternative for the Golan Heights which 
were occupied by Israel in the 1967 Arab-Israeli war. [Text] [LD131236 
Kuwait KUNA in Arabic 1122 GMT 13 Nov 80) 
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MAFIA ATTEMPT TO CIRCULATE COUNTERFEIT U.S. CURRENCY FOILED 
Cairo AL-AKHBAR in Arabic 4 Oct 80 p 1 


[Article by Nadiyah al-'Asqalani: "The Mafia Tried To Circulate 12 Million Counter- 
feit Dollars in Egypt") 





[Text] General Investigations Department men have arrested a Mafia leader who came 
to Cairo to flood the Egyptian market with US$12 million in counterfeit money. The 
purpose of the plot was to weaken the Egyptian economy and undermine confidence in 
it. 


The Mafia leader succeeded in recr ‘ing two senior Egyptian employees to circulate 
the counterfeit money. The Public Prosecut~ ordered the imprisonment of the sus- 
pect and his two accomplices, 


The General Department for Combating Monetary Crimes (the Economic Security Sec- 
tion) discovered that Dieter Pualap [transliterated], a German, was in Cairo, stay- 
ing at a hotel. 


Investigations revealed his contacts with the chief cashier of one of the major 
hotels, whom he recruited to circulate counterfeit $100 bills. Investigations also 
revealed his contacts with a senior employee at the student missions department. 


When these investigations were compiled, Maj Gens Hasan al-Alfi, ‘Ismat al-Rakhawi 
and Ahmad Rushd‘, all assistant interior ministers for economic security, met and 
drew up a plan for surveillance of the contacts and telephone conversations made by 
the German, who was a prominent member of the German branch of the Mafia. 


The General Investigations Department began forming investigation teams, headed by 
Col Fu'ad Jamal. Investigations revealed that the Mafia member had visited Egypt 
several times, had 24 previous convictions, and had previously been charged with 
forging documents, copying seals, theft, fraud, assault and armed assault, and was 
an international criminal. 


Lt Cols Faruq ‘Abbas and ‘Ala’ ‘Abbas discovered his contacts with the two senior 
employees and recorded his telephone conversations with Germany and Italy, during 
which he asked his overseas agents to send the counterfeit dollars. 


A plan was drawn up for arresting the Mafia leader. Lt Col Faruq ‘Abbas went to 
him and pretended to be a member of the Cairo Mob who would circulate the counterfeit 











money ineide Egypt. The Mafia leader swallowed the bait! It wae agreed that the 
price of the counterfeit dollare would be 60 percent of their face value, and that 
payment would be in real American dollars. 


Assistance wae sought from the modern technical equipment at the technical aseis- 
tance section of the Interior Ministry, and Interpol sent information proving that 
the German in Cairo was a fugitive from justice, wae wanted for arrest and was 


carrying a forged passport. 


It wae agreed that the payment and delivery would take place in Italy, out of fear 
that the suepect would be arrested in Cairo. The Mafia leader got ready for the 
trip, unaware that all eyes were upon him and that all the evidence against him had 
been collected. During the final moments of the trip he was arrested. Cole Farug 
Hafiz and Faruq ‘Abd-al-Rahim seized two maps in his possession, one of Africa and 
one of Europe, a typewriter, a can full of letters used in printing and some counter- 
feit 100 Spanish Peseta notes. 


The suspect was referred to the prosecutor for financial and commercial matters, and 
Chief Prosecutor Muhammad Mani' took over the investigation under the supervision 
of District Attorney ‘Adli Husayn. 


The suspect made a detailed confession to the public prosecutor, saying that he had 
come to Cairo to flood the Egyptian market with counterfeit currency in order to 
shake confidence in the Egyptian economy. The prosecutor ordered his detention, and 
overruled all objections to the continued detention of the suspect and his Egyptian 
accomplices prior to their trial. 


The Mafia leader had tested the accuracy with which the dollars had been counter- 
feited by taking a $100 bill to a Cairo bank, which changed it without being able 
to discover the forgery. 
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EGYPT 


PETROLEUM MINISTER OUTLINES SECTOR'S MAJOR INVESTMENT PROJECTS 
Cairo AL~AHRAM in Arabic 1 Oct 80 p 7 


[Article: "Deputy Prime Minister and Petroleum Minister Says that Oil Represents 
60 Percent of Egyptian Exports") 





[Text] At a meeting of the Energy Commission, Deputy Prime Minister and Petroleum 
Minister Engr Ahmad 'Izz-al-Din Hilal announced that the petroleum sector realized 
a USS$1.66 billion surplus in 1979, which will amount to about $2.15 billion this 
year. Petrcleum sector exports account for about 60 percent of all Egyptian 
exports, and petroleum has become a principal source of foreign currency for the 
state. 


The deputy prime minister said that the petroleum sector is helping reinforce the 
state's general treasury, for the Egyptian State Petroleum Authority and its com- 
panies contributed about 115 million Egyptian pounds to the general treasury in 
1974, rising to 1.494 billion pounds in 1979. The figure is expected to rise to 
2.021 billion pounds this fiscal year. 


With reference to the most important petroleum projects now being carried out by the 
petroleum sector, Engr ‘'Izz-al-Din Hilal said that the petroleum sector is studying 
and implementing several major investment projects, the foremost being: 


1. Construction of a new complex to produce lubricating oils at Alexandria, and 
increasing the current lubrication o1l capacity at Suez and al-'Amiriyah to about 
260,000 tons a year, thereby achieving self-sufficiency in such oils. At present 
we import about 45 percent of the local market's needs, 


2. Studies for a proposed olefin complex to produce plastic from polyethylene. 
The local market's demand for this substance is increasing with the increae« ‘nr 
development and industrialization activities in the country. 


3. An almost-completed study on establishing a large refinery complete with the 
most modern technological methods of refining and processing. 


4. Implementation of a project to build a 370-kilometer pipeline to carry crude 
oil from Shuqayrah on the Gulf of Suez to the refineries at Suez and Cairo, capable 
of carrying 8 million tons a year at the start, rising to 12 million tons during 
the 5-year plan. 


34 








5. Implementation of a project to collect petroleum gas from the Suez Gulf region 
for use in producing butagaz and manufacturing fertilizer. 


6. A project for seeking natural gas in the Western Desert, the Delta and north 
Sinai, as well as looking into what must be done to encourage specialized inter- 
national petroleum companies to prospect for natural gas in Egypt and to develop gas 
fields quickly. 


7. Implementation of a natural gas grid for home consumption as an alternative to 
butagaz in the al-Ma'adi, Hulwan, Nasr City and New Cairo areas, whereby gas will 
be brought to about 160,000 residential units over a period of 4 years. 


Under way now are the necessary studies for utilizing natural gas for home consump- 
tion in Alexandria and Gizah Governorates. 
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SOUTH SINAIL COUNTING ON LAND RECLAMATION, OIL, TOURISM 
Cairo AL-AKHBAR in Arabic 2 Oct 80 p 6 


[Article by Muhammad ‘Abd-al-Salam: “South Sinai Governor Telle AL-AKHBAR that 
New 011 Discoveries Will Be Announced During the October Holidays; 274,000 FPeddans 
To Be Reclaimed and Handed over to Young People") 


[Text] Governor of South Sinai Maj Gen Pu'ad ‘Agiz Ghali announced that new petro- 
leum discoveries other than the Abu Rudays, Ra's Sudr and ‘Alma Fields will be 
announced during the October holidays, and stressed that there are vast petroleum 
potentials in the South Sinai Governorate. 


He stated that the way of life in the area began taking a new turn after President 
a)l-Sadat decided to change it into an independent governorate; that there are vast 
agricultural, mining and touriem possibilities, and that all resources are being 
concentrated on their exploitation. The governor invited the young people of Egypt 
to acquire at nominal prices the lands which are now being reclaimed in the gov- 
ernorate. The governor, in hie statement to AL-AKHBAR, stressed the fact that 
planning in the governorate is aimed at increasing the population to 4 million by 
the end of the year 2000, as opposed to ite current population of 40,000. 


He added, “An agreement has been reached with an American company to reactivate the 
Abu Zunaymah manganese company, and 100 million Egyptian pounds have been allocated 
for this purpose. Production will begin in the second half of 1982." 


Reclamation of 274,000 Feddans 


The governor said, “There are tremendous agricultural possibi.ities in four regions 
of the goverrorate: the first located north and south of al-Tur, the so-called 
Sahil al-Qe' region, covering a total area of 120,000 square feddans; the second 
located in the Raqid and Wadi al-‘Arish area, covering 60,000 square feddans; the 
third stretching from Ra's Sudr to Abu Rudays, covering 52,000 square feddans, and 
the fourth located in the Wadi Firan and St Catherine areas, covering 12,000 square 
feddans.” 


The governor of South Sinai added that these vast areas of land wiil be handed over 
to young Egyptian graduates of agricultural colleges and institutes at extremely 
nominal prices. These lands will contribute to the success of the food security 
plans now being drawn up to meet the future. 

















We said that in addition to these lands, the governorate hae fish resources which 
have not been successfully exploited along 650 to 800 kilometers of the governorate's 
coasts. Some 120 fishing boats have been purchased to exploit these fish resources, 
of which 45 tone @ month are now exploited, 


Tourtem Ie the Hope 


South Sinai Governor Fu'ad ‘Aziz Ghali said, “There are several unique touriet 
regions in the governorate, and touriem is the hope for raising the social leve! 

of the governorate. During 1981, the governorate, in cooperation with the Recon- 
etruction Ministry, will build a touriet village in the Moses’ Bath area north of 
the town of al-Tur, with the assistance of foreign capital, as well as building 
another sepa in the Pharaoh's Bath area, where the mineral waters reach a temperature 
of 72 degrees centigrade, even though it is located right on the Red Sea coastline.” 


He said, “An average of 9,000 tourists come to the Mediterranean each year. A 
contract has been signed with an Italian tourist company to bring several tour 
groups to the St Catherine area starting next month, each group averaging 900 
tourists. The governorate's income from touriem amounts to about 40,000 pounds.” 


One Million Pounds for Health Care 


Fu'ad ‘Aziz Ghali said, “One million pounds have been allocated to build a genera! 
hospital, having 200 beds during ite first stage of construction, in the town of 
al-Tur, to have all the medical specializations, as well as to increase the number 
of beds at the St Catherine and Abu Rudays Hospitals and to reinforce health care 
unite at Abu Zunaymah and Wadi Firan.” 





The governor of Sinai ended his statement by saying that there are huge difficul- 
ties confronting the governorate, represented by a great shortage of employees in 
various specializations, especially in the upper management levels, and 4 lack of 
technical laborers." 


The governor stressed the need to increase the incentives given to governorate 
employees, 80 a6 to encourage people to come to work in the governorate. Also, 
especial facilities must be given to the public and private sectors to encourage 
employment in South Sinai. Early next year, al-Tur will become the governorate’ s 
capital. 
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IRAN 


WAR CONSIDERED TO HAVE CREATED ‘UNITY,' ‘REALISM’ 
Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 2 Nov 860 p ii 
Drticle by Naser Makaram-Shiraz{7 


[text] Thies war has taught us to be more realistic 
and has t t the bloodthirsty, barbaric enemy 
that it is facing a revolution. 


According to all estimations, the war started by 
Seddam in this sensitive region of the world is 
undoubtedly one of the maddest wars in history, 
even if we only bear in mind Iraq's own interests, 
since: 


1, As for the Moslem nations who anxiously and with curiosity follow 
thie destructive war (I am not talking about puppet governments, I am 
talking about the one billion Moslems of the world), they all ask 
each other whether these powerful and expensive weapons bought with 
the blood of the laboring Moslem people, these long-range airplanes 
being shot down and destroyed every day and all these fighters and 
pilots who roll in their own blood every day with their mangled, 
half-burned bodies strewn about, were they all for the purpose of 
fighting Moslems and 4 newly established, revolutionary Islamic 
regime, a regime whose enmity with the no one enemy of the Arabs 

(the United States and Israel) has been more open than others and has 
in practice proven that it will not compromise? 


A regime, the Islamic Republic of Iran, whose const‘ tution has 
ereatly emphasized assistance to all the downtrodde.: of the world in 
general and the Moslems of the world in particular. 


The Moslem nations of the world ask themselves: Does attacking such 
, country serve anything but the interests of the United States and 
the cccupiers of Islamic lands, and will it have any results other 
than to escalate conflicts and disunite the Islamic countries? 


Are a few patches of border lands, even if they are in dispute, worth 
pivine Israel the opportunity to declare that it is happy about the 











continuation of thie war because thie will afford it peace of mind 
for the next 10 years? 


That is, even if the Ba'thiste who have not fired one shot towards 
lerael are overthrown and « regime that would be a bitter enemy of 
Ierael would come to power in Iraq, it would not have sufficient 
military resources at ite disposal, because Saddam has madiy 
destroyed them all by fighting an islamic country. 


?,. Ag for the financial damages, they have been so heavy and 
horrible that esccording to conscientious observers, in the early days 
of this forced war, before it had expanded as it has now, the daily 
damages were ————_ to "the cost of building a large steel mill,” 
a ereat pert of the damages being Iraq's. 


Even if we could imagine for one moment that the Ba'thists could 
finally dominate the border regions they claim, they would never be 
worth the great damages which have been inflicted. 


Is it poesible for anyone with a jot of wisdom and uderstanding to 
allow himself to cause e country such as iraq, which is behind in 
many ways and every bit of whose income must be used for economic 
reconstruction, to regress for a period of 10 years and to rob its 
suppressed and deprived people of every bit of their resources in 
order to repair the ravages of war in areas such as the oi] industry 
and refineries, atomic plants, industry, and roads? 


3, And, as far as internal prestige and credibility are concerned, 
all those promises that Saddam has given his people concerning 
victory over Iran (a quick, crushing victory) have turned out to be 
empty. Even if (supposing for a moment) he had had any prestige or 
credibility in his country, it has been destroyed. By starting a 
senseless and extremely barbaric war, coupled with extensive false 
propaganda and baseless claims, he has made the neutral people of the 
world become so skeptical about him that even those reporters who 
wer invited to his country with warmhearted greetings and gifts 
began to criticize him. But he could not bear this criticism, so 
he had to withdraw his invitation and drive them out of his country, 
or at least curtail their activities. 


Naturally, this war has brought with it many damages for us and 
undoubtedly the nature of the war itself is damaging and calamitous; 
but this does not suggest that wars in the end are calculated by 
adding up the outcome and the calamities. So many wars have opened 
up new chapters in the history of nations. And as the imam of the 
people has said, they have created movement, struggle, and motion 
and have awakened the people from inertia and sleep. By the grace 
of God, this war has had such an effect and will have other signifi- 
cant effects, including the following: 














1, We have not forgotten that recently political oppositions existed 
at high levels, even in the Parliament, which, were it not for the 
effective warnings of the imam, would have spread further, As if 
they imagined taht the activities of all our enemies had ended and 
no other danger threatened us! But this sudden attack by the 
merciless, brainless, heathen enemy has violently shaken every 
intellect. It has become obvious what a great mistake we have com- 
mitted in widening our differences, a mistake which would undoubtedly 
cause us to lose everything should we not rise up to correct it, The 
still warm, burning, spilled blood of the martyrs has washed away our 
differences. (And hopefully, this is not temporary. ) 


The pelting sound of enemy bullets, rockets, shells, and bombs, which 
have always been answered by our brave fighters, has muffled the 
murmurs of division. Sincerity, love, and friendship have blossomed 
in our hearte and chains of unity have united our battlelines on all 
levels of the society, especially on the lower levels, which are 
alwaye full o* love and sincerity. (If we only realize the worth of 
this unity and try to preserve it!) 


2. The end of the period of political isolation is another blessed 
result of this forced war. Undoubtedly, if the prime minister had 
wanted earlier to go to the United States, to New York, to partici- 
pate in the meetings of the Security Council to explain Iran's 
decisive position, he might have immediately been accused by irrespon 
sible individuals of compromise, But the war has shown that we 
should not lose these golden opportunities because of mere weak 
excuses, We must not remain silent in the face of so much propaganda 
from the enemy, because through such trips we can make ourselves 
heard through the mass media of the enemy and even the television 
networks of our prime enemy, the United Stetes. And we can occupy 
the first page of every newspaper in the world in order to somehow 
show that we are right. This is something that we could not have 
obtained at any price before. (Even the presence of Mr Raja'i in 
that assembly and coming in contact with the opinions of friendly 
diplomats will open a new chapter for Mr Raja'i himself.) 


We must realize full well that the outcomes of wars are not deter- 
mined on the battlefields alone. World communication systems play 
an effective role in them. And although these systems are under the 
control of the superpowers, we can make use of them, to some degree, 
and make our just voices heard by those justice seeking nations of 
the world. Otherwise, they will make of us such a horrible monster 
with whom no one will sympathize. 


Realism and attention to actual issues (beyond slogans) have been 
other blessings of this war. On the battlefields, we realize full 
well how unrealistic and destructive were the slogans of those groups 
who said that the army must be eliminated. 














When we hear that the president has freed a number of army prisoners 
because of their expertise and has sent them to the battle fronts and 
they, too, sincerely sacrifice their lives, we realize that indescri- 
minate violent action, anywhere, against anyone, for any conviction, 
does rot benefit the country. Instead, we must distinguish between 
serious and minor crimes, Dispatching various committees to differert 
countries in order to explain Iran's views on this forced war and 
other world issues was another realistic step. Hopefully, in the 
wake of the painful incident of this forced war, while remaining 
adamant about our revolutionary positions, we can increase our 
revolutionary awareness and alertness and become more realistic in 
order to bring our revolution to fruition with the least amount of 
damare and along the shortest path and to make the name of Islam 
known throughout the world as a progressive, liberating ideology. 
Also, through the decrease in senseless pressures on the people of 
our country by some inattentive individuals, we will be able to 
transform disappointments and lack of love into sincerity and love 
and to create a united, alert movement and, in the name of God, to 
put such mad enemies as Saddam and his masters in their place, 
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IRAN 


SADDAM PRESENTED AS FOLLOWEP OF ‘WORLD IMPERIALIS¥' 
Tehran FTTALA'AT in Persian 2 Nov 80 p 8 
fArticle by ‘Abbas Tarrabyan) 


[Text] The coordinators of the movement of the 
Moslem people of Iraq are Islamic groups opposed to 
the Ba'th regime, 


Saddam's slightest suspicion is enough to destroy 
the most beloved of Iraq's Ba'th regime, 


Saddam knew well what a storm would rise if the 
martyred Ayatollah Sadr were alive. 


The crimes of Saddam and the mad Ba'th party are broadening daily. 
These atrocities have reached such limits that they have surpassed 
even those of Genghis Khan and Hitler. Amidst all this, the suffer- 
ing Traqi people, who dare not even breathe under the American boots 
of Saddam, are confronting Saddam's regime with their blood boiling, 
following the rightful expectations of the Islamic people of Iran. 
Rut certain factors have overshadowed this uprising and defrayed 
nomewhat the movement of the masses in Iraq. 


There is no doubt concerning the alienation of the Ba'th regime from 
the Iraqi people. This alienation and the isolation of Saddam and 
his associates are the result of conflicts due to the Ba'th regine 
not having the sivrnrort of the masses and, at the same time, the 
general discont: the Iraqi people. There ure absolutely clear 
signs of a genera) uprising but, because of certain factors, the 
main explosion has been postponed, 


Suppression 


Suppression is one of the most important of these factors. Suppres- 
eion and terror ere so evident in Iraq that the fighters against 
Saddam think of even breathing as a blessing. The slightest suspi- 
cion will even send the closest of Saddam's companions to death. 
This regime continues its infamous life through blood, fire, and 
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treachery. And every day Saddam expands its information and apy 
inatitutions to new dimensions, 


Lack of an Alert Leadership of the People 


The second problem concerns the lack of a leader, Following the 
Tranian revolution and ite victory, the Arab rulers and dictators 
were thrown into a whirlpool of fear. They finally reached the 
conclurion that a widespread religious movement threatens them, 
Among them, Saddam Hoseyn, in particular, sensed this horror more 
than the rest. The ineffectiveness of the shah's power against Emam 
Khnomeyni, the leader of the Islamic revolution of Iran, had a power- 
ful influence on him, He realized how leadership, especially if it 
is religious, can give a boost to a revolution. And, through 
extensive studies, he realized that the martyred Seyyed Mohammad 
Rager Sadr possessed such an ability which, were it to grow, would 
before long cause Mohammad Reza‘'s fate to be repeated for him as 
well. Naturally, Saddam and the Ba'th party had no choice but to 
destroy Ayatollah Sadr. In this way, it would be a long time before 
a religious leadership would be created in Iraq with a leader such as 
Sadr. 





Lack of Religious Awareness 


Lack of rel! gious awareness is another reason for the forced though 
temporary silence of the Moslem people of Iraq. Saddam and his 
associates would be happy if the rest of the Moslem people of Iraq, 
with the exception of a small number, would follow a superficial, 
one-dimensional religion. For this reason, the Ba'th party attempts 
to familiarize the people of Iraq more and more with Western civili- 
zation and an amoral life. In this way, he is trying to force the 
people to accept hibernation. Saddam knows well that if true “slam 
were to begin to blow like a storm in the streets of Baghdad what a 
disaster he would face. The reports from various Islamic movements 
inspired by true Islam show that not a day passes when some of them 
are not destroyed. And although Saddam has confined the environment 
for their growth, they continue their activities of planting bombs 
and handing out leaflets in order to inflame the true anger of the 
people, due to their religious awareness. Perhaps we can say that 
relicious consciousness which will cause an ideological struggle is 
@ warning still not quite apparent in Iraqi society. Unfortunately, 
this is a problem for other Moslem strugglers in the Middle East as 
well. Until the day when these Moslem strugglers make their fight 
an ideological one and provide their people with the necessary 
religious awareness, they will remain targets for the blows of the 
enemies of Islam. 


Tne Cooperation Between Different Classes 


Divisions and clashes of ideas between different groups of the people 
of Iraq is another factor which has overshadowed the necessary 
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finishing touch for the blossoming of a revolution--for example, the 
lack of a close cooperation of the Iraqi courts with other anti- 
Saddam strugglers who have not expressed enough compassion. Perhaps 
the only reason for this division is their nationalities, because, 
unfortunately, a sense of Arab nationalism has dug its roots into the 
neople of Iraq. This has resulted in misunderstanding and separation 
between them and other people of Iraq. 


The extensive propaganda of the Ba'thist Saddam, who has inherited 
the ambitions of the deposed shah, has made him spend large sums for 
propaganda fas published7. Recently, the extravagance of hie regime 
has been witnessed in a new form through the distortions and praises 
of reactionary Western radio and television. The Western Zionist 
mass media has turned the news of the war upside down, They show the 
arpressive, monstous army of the Ba'th regime as heroes against the 
Tranian army and supporters of the Islamic people. Meanwhile, large 
masses of the people of Iraq, who, on the one hand, cannot consider 
the army and people of Iran as their enemy and, on the other hand, 
are under the influence of the mass media, pressure, and the suppres- 
sion of Saddam, are awaiting a more opportune time to pay their debt 
to Islam. Given the aforementioned reasons concerning the absence of 
an uprising of the people of Iraq, a great responsibility rests on 
the shoulders of anti-Saddam groups who rise from the people. 
Everyone's eyes are hopefully watching the epoch-creating movement of 
these Moslem groups. Hopefully, under these war conditions, our 
struggling Moslem brothers in Iraq will take on the responsibility of 
coordinating the struggle of the people of Iraq and through the 
inspiration of the historical messages of Emam Khomeyni will make 
history move towards perfection--with the help of God. 
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However, the 





TRAN 
(ane of whom is a clergyman), 


Retired Major General Mahmud Key, an expert in world military history, 
or lack of intellectual harmony among them. 
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wrote in a letter: 
a One Se en 6 ee ees Ce 


all executive decisions concerning military operations to a newly formed council, 


the Supreme Defense Council. 


FORMATION OF SUPREME DEFENSE COUNCIL CRITICI ZED 
“ TI have read in NAMB-YERUZ that, in its war with Irag, Iran has recently 


Paris NAME-YE RUZ in Persian 25 Oct 80 p ll 


(Text) 








That is why the formation of a supreme defense council empowered with executive 
decision-making and high command is just the opposite of what ought to be done. 
The formation of the new council will no doubt make Saddam Hosein swoon with joy: 
I pray that it will not prove too costly for Iran and I fervently hope that the 
council in question will be dissolved and Iran's high canmmand entrusted in one 
campetent individual so that any vacillation and indecisiveness may be averted 
before it is too late. Otherwise, Iran's defeat in the current conflict with 
Iraq is certain. Indeed, e commander-in-chief ought to be able to conclude 
decisively and carry out ‘iis ideas and military strategies promptly , without 
che nesd of cbtaining tine-consaning prier autherisstians.” 
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IRAN 


"DISINTEGRATION DANGER' STRESSED BY FORMER TUDEH LEADER 
Paris NAME-YE RUZ in Persian 25 Oct 80 p 12 


(Text) In a commmique Dr Fereidun Keshavarz, former secretary-general of Iran's 
Tudeh party, declared: 


“Dear Iranian Brothers and Sisters, I am addressing myself to you, Iranians of 
every ideology, persuasion, religion, and social class. We all cherish [Iran's 
g0il and ancient culture because our parents and ancestors have lived there and 
are buried there. Because we were born there and grew up there. Iranians are 





territorial integrity. 


I also would like to address myself to my Baluchi, “urdish, Azeri, Turkmen, and 
other Iranian brothers and sisters: you must bear in mind that despite the 
superpowers and today's world imperialiam, it is in the interest of the world of 
tomorrow and the interests of all of us, Iranians, that, as in the past, we stick 
together, listen to, accept, and correct our mutual grievances. Otherwise, if we 
act like a divided flock, our enemies will easily destroy us by devouring us one 
by one. 





Today Iran runs the risk of being broken up and disintegrated. The Iragi govern- 





today's world, no foreign country, irrespective of its ideology or regime, feels 
sorry for Iran and its oppressed people. Today, for us, Iranians, whether Kurds, 
Turknens, Baluchis, Persians, and Azeris, there is no more urgent obligation than 
to drive away the Iraqi aggressors from the sacred soil of our hameland. To achieve 
this, an essential pre-condition is the union of all of Iran's progressive and 
freedom-loving forces. 
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IRAN 


LEADER OF 'DEPRIVED' CALLS FOR PARTISAN WARFARE 
Tehran ETTELA'AT in Persian 15 Oct 80 p 10 


[Interview with Hojjat ol-Eslam Amir Majd, in charge of the Organization for 
Mobilization of the ‘Deprived’. ] 


[Text] Experience has proven that there is not a better way to face aggression 
by superpowers than by partisan warfare. 


Question: What mission has the liberation army of the “deprived” and how is it 
organized? 


Answer: A booklet has been prepared about the organization and the mission of the 
resistance of the liberation army that will be distributed among people. It can 
be briefly mentioned here that it has two main missions. Its first mission is in- 
ternal, that of protection of the country's independence and guarding the lsiamic 
Revolution. Its second mission concerns matters beyond the nation's frontiers. 
Internal mission concerns the following matters: 





1. Facing the Enemy's Psychological Warfare 


People's awareness and their mobilization for the purpose of facing propaganda plots 
by the enemy is a necessity. This is because the enemy is trying to defeat our 
revolution and dominate us once again by spreading rumors, weakening our national 
spirit and by creating divisions among us. Our actions will remove our vulnerabil- 
ity and gradually prepare the people for quick and effective reaction against plots 
by the East or the West. 


2. Fighting Against Fifth Columns 


Our struggle on a wide scale could put an end to activities by individuals who have 
sold themselves out, and those who, for reasons of their connection with the old 
regime, and foreign agents, are plotting against our Islamic revolution. The Fifth 
Column includes all agents of the East and the West who, from the very beginning 

of our revolution, have been plotting in various ways against us. 


3. Fighting Against Sabotage by Enemy Agents 


After the assignment of responsibilities in the resistance army is over and the 
entire country is put under the devoted militants, infiltrating enemy agents who 


49 





ace trained outside the country to carry out sabotage against our vital inetalla- 
tions, including of1 pipelines, industries and communication networks, will be 
stopped. it ie necessary that by training and by increased alertness of our resist- 
ance forces, especially those in the border areas, the mercenaries be apprehended 
before being able to do anything. I must emphasize here once again that in order 

to atop sabotage activities by infiltrating enemy agente we can rely only on 

people themselves. Without direct or indirect help of the people responsible forces 
will not be able to prevent sabotage by the enemy. This is because their numbers 
and the means at their disposal is eo limited. If we are able to train people and 
familiarize them with the sabotage methods of the enemy agents, they can easily 
neutralize their actions. People are everywhere, and by recognizing and identify- 
ing suspected agents and reporting them to concerned officials, they can effectively 
help prevent sabotage. In every 22-man resistance group at least one person is in 
charge of information and of collecting news. In view of the fact that there are 
several such groupe in every part of the country, the entire land will be covered 

by the intelligence collecting agente of the 22-million-man army [sic]. This is 

so because people consider the giving of information as 4 religious duty. 


4. Reducing the Extent of Damages Caused by Enemy Bombing 


By expanding training courses aimed at preparing the public to protect itself 
against air attacks, resistance groups will be able to make use of the previously 
chosen shelters such as basements of the strongly built structures and thus reduce 
the number of casualties to the minimum. By making proper preparations to meet air 
pollution created by chemical, microbiological and incinerable bombs, and by being 
prepared to give first aid, casualties could be noticeably reduced. Thus, the 
weakening of public spirit and the wasting of manpower capabilities of our fight ing 
forces could be prevented. 


5. Supporting Operations by the Regulars 


When our regular forces are fighting the enemy at certain points in the country, the 
resistance army could support their operations in two ways: 


One, by insuring security behind the lines of the regular army aimed at preventing 
operations by the fifth column and the saboteurs. Another way is to help and 
strengthen the regular army whenever a shortage of manpower is felt which could be 
done by dispatching handpicked men and volunteers from various resistance groups 
to join the regulare at the front. 


| am happy to announce that at this point 4 number of our million-man army have 
already joined their brothers serving with the corps and the regular army, especial- 
ly in the border zones, guarding the frontiers and keeping watch over the least ene- 
my movements. And with their undestructible faith and strong spirit, they hold the 
initiative. 


6. Taking Part in A War of Attrition 
This stage is the most important mission of the resistance army during which resist- 


ance groups, employing partisan warfare ta cics, will attack the enemy in towns, 
Villages, hills, the desert and with a series of offensive activities will defeat 
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and destroy the enemy. Thie tactic will only be used when the country is suddenly 
occupied by an overwhelming enemy force. That is when a superpower aggressor has 
been able to make operation by our regulare impossible through a sudden attack 
from the air, sea and land. 


Experience has proven that there is not a better and more effective way to fight 
against aggression by superpowers than by resorting to partisan warfare. 


7. oly War for Defeating Impasses 


Whereas the resistance army is the last and the most permanent base of the revolu- 
tion and its supporters and its position is anti-imperialist and has always been 
fighting againet the real causes of our problems and miseries and has, on the other 
hand, prepared iteelf for ite great devine mission of giving assistance to the 
deprived in the world, it should not allow iteelf to become involved in emall and 
petty matters. But when responsible organizations and institutions are incapable 

of solving social problems, mobilization organizations must act to remove the obsta- 
cles and help appropriate authorities by suggesting basic solutions. 





Question: How is the army organized? 


Answer: Organization of the resistance army is based on self-sufficiency, simpli- 
city and flexibility. In addition, as it was mentioned before, no restrictions have 
been put on the age and specialization of those who want to join. Under normal con- 
ditions, coordination and guidance are conducted through a centralized hierarchy, 
but during an emergency, groups will act freely and the hierarchal system wil! not 
prevent them from free and fast action. 


Question: What are the operational methods of the 20-million-man army’ 


Anewer: War of resistance is an allout war which has no fronts. In other words, 
it is a war that is fought on every front. It is fought wherever committed indivi- 
duale exist. That is where the front is. 


Therefore, operations by resistence groups are based on partisan warfare. Members 

of these groups do not have to leave their homes and places of work such as factor- 
ics, universities, schools, refineries and dams except under exceptional circumstances. 
They will perform their duties in their own prescribed areas. Members of the resist- 
ance army continue their routine lives and it is only in times of danger that they 

are called upon to organize and take up arms. Resistance groups in cities and 

towne will engage in street and house to house fighting, making uee of emall fire- 
arms and homemade tools, no matter how elementary. They may be lightly armed yet 

they will be armed with ideological discipline and faith to be able to stop the 

enemy and destroy the aggressor in ditch to ditch fighting. 


9561 
CSO: 4906 


51 

















TRAQ 


MEASURES AGAINST FPOREIGN OCOMPANIES--Taha Yasin Ramadan, Revolution Command 
Council member and first deputy prime minister, asserted that specific 

ties and bases reagrding dealings with foreign companies which have confined 
their activities or failed to adhere to their contracts by taking advantage 
of the circumstances of war between Iraq and the racist Persian enemy, have 
been adopted. At a meeting with the minister of finance during a visit he 
made to the minietry today, Taha Yasin eaid that the circumstances of war 
demand the accomplishment of all works and projects quickly and accurately 
and in « manner that serves the course of victory against the enemy. [Text] 
[JN112304 Baghdad Voice of the Masses in Arabic 1600 GMT 11 Nov 80) 


CS0: 46802 


52 








ISRAEL 


MOSLEM DIGNITARY SEES PLO RECOGNITION OF ISRAEL 
Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 23 Sep 80 p 3 


[Article by Yehuda Ariel, HA'ARETZ correspondent: “Ieraeli Arab Extremiem Directed 
at Occupation Not at State") 


[Text] “It i@ true that we oppose the Leraeli occupation of the Gaza Strip and the 
West Bank, but we wish to live in peace and brotherhood with the Jewish nation. An 
leraeli withdrawal and the establishment of a Palestinian state, including good 
neighborlinese with the Ieraelis will benefit both nations," the Qadi of Acre and 
Haifa Shaykh Haj Muhammad Hubayshi, stated in a special interview with HA'ARETZ. 


According to the Qadi “the PLO is prepared to recognize Israel on condition that 
Iereel recognize it, ae well as withdraw from the Gaza Strip and the West Bank.” 


To the question how did the Qadi Shaykh Hubayehi arrive at the political and anti- 
Iereael meeting in Shefar'am, he responded, "I was invited by my good friends Ramzi 
Khuri (a veteran RAKAH activist) and Ahmed Abu-Shan'ab. Never did I attend such 
meetings but this time I considered the wish of my good friend the mayor of 
Shefer'am, Ibrahim Nimayr al-Hueayn, and that's why I went. At first I even re- 
fused to mount the podium of notables, but I could not continue my refusal when 
they repeated my name. Even so, I did not pronounce a blessing at the Shefar'am 
meeting, I spoke not a single word at this meeting.” 


The Land is Arab 


In the Qadi's opinion the Arabs of Israel were 30 years too late in recognizing 
that the Mufti, Hai Amin al-Husayni, and the entire Arab leadership erred in their 
opposition to the establishment of the State. They should have recognized the tiny 
State of lerael that was proposed. Today we are against the conquest, but not 
against the State. Even the extremiem of the Israeli Arabs, the young generation, 
including 22 and 24-year-olds is against the conquest the Israeli conquest and not 
against the State. Just as the Communists have been saying for many years." 


Relative to the matter of the land being holy to Jews and Moslems, he said: “From 
a religious standpoint, the ground of this country was Arab just as it was in Spain. 
Jerusalem is holy and ite borders were once again consecrated and all of East 
Jerusalem together with the other areas of Gaza and the West Bank in the years 
1948 to 1967. Everything that the Arabs had before the Six-Day War is Arab ground.” 
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The Qadi does not accept that these were incidental borders of the year 1948, but 
rather “borders consecrated to Arab land." The Qadi does not recognize the conse- 
eration of the land to Jews or a prior right of the Jewish people to the land. "We 
will remain leraeli Arabs for as long as the State exists, because this is our 
estate and thie is our birthplace. I, as one born in Acre and whose family has been 
here for many generations, am not prepared even to move to Haifa, because I was born 
in thie city, and thie ie my place," he said. 


At the start of the interview he reaffirmed something which had created an emo- 
tional storm 12 years ago: "Most of the Arabe of Acre still see it as an Arab 
city in accordance with the partition of 1947. Anyone saying otherwise is con- 
sidered by many of the extremists as a traitor to his nation." 


On this issue nothing has changed, he said. 
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CONTOUR PLAN READIED BY INTERIOR MINISTRY 
Tel Aviv DAVAR in Hebrew 28 Sep 80 p 6 
[Article by Yoel Dar: “In the Arab Section") 


[Text] The Interior Ministry has authorized the sum of 20 million pounds for the 
preparation of contour plans in all of the villages of the Northern Triangle within 
a year. The advisor to the Prime Minister on Arab Affairs, Binyamin Gur Aryeh, who 
reported on thie noted that up to now the preparation of contour plans in 20 Arab 
villages has been completed, 20 other plans are on deposit, and another 15 are in 
the preparation and study phase. 


According to the advisor, within a year of today there will be a contour plan for 
every one of the large Arab villages. Unlike in the past, the local Arab councils 
will not be burdened with half of the expenses, but rather all of the financial 
burden will fall on the Interior Ministry. 


Contour plans are intended to support the accelerated development of the Arab 
village and to supply the needs of the rapidly increasing population within the 
next 20 yeare. It must be assumed that if the trend of increase of this population 
continues at the present rate (3.4 percent per year) the number of Arabs in the 
country will double by the year 2000, in other words--there will be need for dou- 
bling the areas allocated to Arabs for residences, for public buildings and for 
development. 


The Interior Ministry hopes that contour plans will eliminate or significantly slow 
down the tempo of illegal construction, a phenomenon especially apparent in the 
villages of the Gaililee and the Triangle and along the road between Beersheba and 
Arad. 


It is doubtful whether experts of the Interior Ministry know the scope of the il- 
legal construction in the Arab section and how many houses have been built there 
on national territory or on areas which have been set aside for environmental de- 
velopment. The favorite excuse of the builders is, that they have taken this step 
because of red tape, because of a lack of contour plans and the failure to grant 
construction permite. Perhaps there is something in these reasons, but not always. 


Thousands of homes have been built on national lands in areas surrounding villages. 
Will the new contour plan., and intensification of supervision over illegal con- 
struction, and cooperation between the Interior Ministry and police indeed bring 
about a limitation of this phenomenon? Time will tell. 
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in the near future, thowands of Moslem citizens of lerael will cross the Allenby 
Bridge on their way to Mecca. Unlike the last 2 years, thie time there is no 
enthusiasm at all felt among those leaving. This journey, although ite price is 
100,000 pounds, is no longer an unattainable aspiration for Ieraeli Moslems, but 
that is not why their ardor has cooled. The reason lies in the attitude of the 
Saudi Arabian and Jordanian authorities toward their brethren who are residents of 
Haifa and Jaffa. 


The Moslem pilgrims complained last year that their hosts did not concern themselves 
with providing sleeping places for them even though they paid all the money demanded 
of them and they did not always enjoy proper humanitarian or medical treatment. 


Because of the many protests, the Jordanians decided to set up a special commission 
to deal with their matters. Jordanian buses belonging to the Jordanian Religious 
Ministry, will carry them from the Allenby Bridge to Amman and from there they will 
be transported by Iranian air-conditioned buses to Saudi Arabia. This is the way 
in which it was decided to compensate last year's pilgrims for the damages they 
sustained. 





It appears that the Jordanian and Saudi Arabian authorities have understood that 
such conduct would mar their reputations in the eyes of the Zionist enemy and in 
particular would distort the fatherly image that the Arabs, and especially the 
Saudis, are attempting to create for themselves. 


The public discussion about moving the graves from the Moslem cemetery on Gibborim 
Street in Haifa to another cemetery has recently been renewed. 


A group calling iteelf the Moslem Initiative Commission released an announcement, 
in which it seeke to condemn the plan because it contains “elements of profanat ion 
and is damaging to the families whose dead are interred there." Another part of 
the Moslem community rejects these allegations and explains, that the intention is 
to utilize this space for the construction of 88 apartments for low income Moslem 
families. 


Qadi Shar'i, the Shaykh Muhammad Hubayshi, ruled that transfer of the remains is in 
accordance with tradition (al-Shari'a) since according to Moslem tradition in which 
burials have been discontinued for 30 consecutive years is no longer a sacred site 
and its area may be utilized for another public purpose. 


According to this plan, fraternal graves will be established elsewhere for all of 
the deceased, in order to prepare the area for public construction so that the 
entire community may benefit. 


On the surface, the discussion is traditional-religious, but it is easy to discern 
two camps behind it: one camp which is in sympathy toward what is called the 
radical circles and a second camp in sympathy with what is called the moderates and 
cooperators. The plan has not yet been carried out, but the two camps are girding 
and casting threats into the air. 
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ISRAEL 


PAR-REACHING ORGANIZATIONAL REFORMS LN IDF CALLED FOR 
Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 23 Sep 80 p 11 
[Article by Matityahu Peled: "Weak Points of the IDF") 


[Text] From time immemorial, the public knew of the condition of the IDF mainly 
from those who were appointed over the security of the state--the minister of 
defense and the chief of staff. This information was never given out in full de- 
tail, but rather as a summary estimate only. The restrictions against giving 
detailed information to the public are understood and the need to rely upon the 
general good-faith of those appointed over our security has always been accepted 
with understanding. 


Thies year, aleo, with the start of the new year, we have received from the defense 
minister and the chief of staff their estimates of the power of the IDF. But this 
time, perhaps more than ever, nothing in the words of encouragement that were ex- 
pressed seemed to remove doubts. The defense minister, for example, making known 
to the personnel at the Defense Ministry on the eve of the New Year that he himself 
did much traveling around the world, but has yet to meet a military which was 
superior in quality to the IDF. This is a statement which is not comforting. For, 
where would Mr Begin have been able to come across other armies during his travels 
and have been able to test their quality? In his capacity as prime minister, it 
would appear that during his travels he did not come across anything but saluting 
parades and military bands. We never heard of his devoting time to undertake an 
actual visit to foreign armies, with the purpose of learning about their organiza- 
tion and their equipment. 


Napoleon's Line of Thought 


Had he decided, ever, on such a learning trip he would have discovered without a 
doubt that the matter requires a great deal of time and effort: it is necessary 
to meet with senior commanders and hear detailed briefings, to visit training and 
maintenance installations, to be present during the training of units and groups. 
Such a learning visit, even if highly speeded up, could not last less than several 
weeks in every one of the armies of the world. Mr Begin has neither the time nor 
the capability of devoting himself to this kind of learning and research and it 

is therefore difficult to accept his testimony, based upon his personal impression, 
that there are indeed no forces superior to the IDF. 
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Even the remarks of the chief of staff on the night after Yom Kippur were not such 
as would implant total confidence that the IDF is indeed prepared for its missions 
in maximal measure. He declined to answer the important question which he was asked 
on the matter of the organization of the IDF. That is, he did not say that the IDF 
is organized today as a totally modern army and that he does not believe that from 
this standpoint the IDF is not suffering from a lack. The chief of staff is to be 
commended on his forthrightness, but with that the question can be asked: Is it 
possible for an army to be prepared for ite mission if it is defective in its or- 
ganization? 


The stress placed upon the quantitative strengthening of the IDF must arouse dis- 
satisfaction in anyone familiar with such matters. One of the truths upon which 
the IDF was structured from its start was that it is not within the power of Israel 
to compete quantitatively with its enemies. As regards Ben Gurion and the chiefs 
of staff who served in his time, it was not the quantitative strength that was the 
main element, but rather the capability of drawing forth the little that the state 
was capable of putting at the disposal of the IDF and to elicit from that the maxi- 
mum power. The line of thinking which guided the builders of the IDF, matched that 
of Napoleon as expressed in his summary of his victory over the Mamluk armies in 
Egypt: Even if the individual Mamluk is superior to the individual French soldier 
as a fighter, yet 10 French soldiers are not inferior to 10 Mamluks, and 100 French 
soldiers surpass 1000 Mamluks on the battlefield. In other words, the organization 
of an army, its level of command and the staff work in it--outweigh the quantita- 
tive value. 


With regard to the IDF in its relationship to the Arab armies, the situation was 
several times more advantageous, because never did the individual Arab soldier sur- 
pass the Israeli fighter in battle capability. As the level of a unit rose, so did 
the superiority of the IDF increase, and its status, in direct proportion to the 
most forward organizational level that the IDF formed immediately upon its founding. 
Advanced organization is not characterized merely by the degree of savings and equip- 
ment and in manpower as is required of it, but rather mainly in its ability to pro- 
vide advanced military response, to develop quality of command, technical skill, 
etc. When the IDF became a topic of admiration among connoisseurs ["mayvins"] in 
the world, it was not the quantities of equipment it owned, and not the type of 

the systems of battle gear which brought this about. The marvel stemmed from the 
originality which was evident in the IDF in the areas of organization, planning 

and theory. 


Resting On Laurels 


However, already during the decade of the sixties, points of weakness began to 
appear in the organization of the IDF. Visits paid to friendly armies revealed that 
the tendency to rest on its laurels had begun to strike root in the IDF also. 
Military history teaches that this tendency is stronger particularly among armies 
which have chalked up in their favor impressive accomplishments. The most notable 
examples are of the Prussian army, which was undefeated from the days of Friedrich 
the Creat and was defeated handily by Napoleon at Jena (1806) and that of the French 
army, which was considered the best in the world until it was vanquished with 
shocking ease by the Germans during the Second World War. 
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Lf Me Begin had really conducted a learning tour among the modern armies of the 
world, he would have discovered that one of the probleme engaging them most during 
this period is how to avoid any evidence of resting on one's laurels from an 
organizational standpoint. It may be said that since the end of the Second World 
War the recognition of the need to maintain repeated and ongoing inspections of the 
entire organizational system has become one of the characteristics of ™ orn mili- 
tary theory. However, when the former defense minister, Mr Ezer Weiznmen, put 
forth the need to reorganize the ground forces of the IDF, he noted as well that 
since the establishment of the IDF there had been practically no substantive 
changes made in it. This was also the determination of Maj Gen Tal, who had been 
requested by Mr Weizman to investigate whether there was a need for a reorganiza- 
tion of the IDF. 


If these determinations are correct, then since the founding of the IDF in its 
present structure, during the early years of the fifties, there have been no far- 
reaching organizational changes in it; and if indeed that is the situation, then 
there is room for ample worry. The meaning of this is that the IDF today is a 
very antiquated army. We have heard from the deputy minister of defense, who him- 
self is a veteran officer of the IDF, that on the way to organizational reform there 
are strumbling blocks of prestige and power struggles among the top ranks of the 
IDF. For the sake of truth, an antiquated structure and prestige and power strug- 
gles are intertwined always. This is a lesson which is not based upon the experi- 
ence of the IDF, but rather on the experience of many armies in the course of 
history. 


One of the factors which can calm the concerned, is the succession of victories in 
small and daring actions which the IDF performs against the forces of the enemy 
from time to time. Yet, it is important to remember that not by this is the 
strength of an army tested in battle. Even between the Six-Day War and the Yom 
Kippur War, the IDF carried out such spectacular missions and yet was found to be 
unprepared when the war erupted. 


The same severe situation of the absence of conceptual preparedness prior to the 
Yom Kippur War is what struck the public with such a shocking blow--that very 
trauma that the chief of staff, according to his testimony, did not hear about 
until the night following the most recent Yom Kippur. Indeed, between the impres- 
sionability of the defense minister by the armies of the world and the lack of 
discernment of the chief of staff with regard to the inffuence of the Yom Kippur 
War on the public in this country, there is still an abundance of reasons for con- 
cern, 
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ISRAEL 


EDUCATLON MINISTRY SEES GAINS AMONG NON-EUROPEAN STUDENTS 
Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 17 Sep 80 p 4 


[Article by Amos Ben-Vered, HA'ARETZ correspondent: "Intellectual Gap Narrowing 
Between Students of European and Asian Extraction") 


[Text] New data recently developed in the Ministry of Education and Culture's 
planning department indicate a narrowing of the intellectual gap between immigrants 
from Europe and America and those from Asia and Africa in this country. 


The data were reported the day before yesterday by the director of the department, 
Mr Moshe Egozi, on the second day of conferences of the Special Care Council 
affiliated with the Ministry of Education and Culture. 


The Council, directed by Mr. Shlomo Ben-Eliahu, assembled for 3 days of conferences 
on the problem of special care, its accomplishments and methods of dealing with this 
population. 


The Principal Data 
Principal data reported by Mr Egozi are: 


* The increase is continuing in representation of emigrants from Asia and Africa 
within the frameworks of education above the elementary level and the gap is 
narrowing between their part of the population and their part among students (14 
percent in 1967 to about 6 percent in 1979). 


* Among the students an increase has taken place in the percentage of those born 
in Israel (second generation) and the percentage of emigrants of Asia and Africa, 
at the expense of a decrease in the percentage who emigrated from Europe and 
America. 


* Products of the educational system in the decade of the seventies--members of 
all communities--are of a higher intellectual level than those of the decade of 
the sixties, while those are of a higher intellectual level than those products of 
the educational system of the decade of the fifties. 


* A significant and consistent increase has come about in the retention power of 
the educational system. Dropout rates in elementary and above elementary educa- 
tion are steadily narrowing. The percentage of those who reach grade 12 has in- 
creased from three-quarters within a 10 year period. 
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Pedadogical Personnel 


Among pedagogical personnel, an increase has taken place in the percentage of 
academic teachers and senior teachers (graduates of 3-year seminaries). He also 
reported that the data indicate that there has been a continued increase in the 
percentage of the gross national output dedicated to education in Israel. 
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ISRAET 


BRIEFS 


SETTLEMENTS TOP PRIORITY--The Chief of Staff, Lt Gen Rafael Eytan, has determined 
that the desired order of priorities for settlement should, in his opinion, be 
establishment of settlements along the borders of the country--and in first place: 
the international border in the Negev, the Arava, and the Jordan Valley. These 
statements were made by the Chief of Staff at a meeting yesterday in Tel Aviv be- 
tween him and the activists of the Kibbutz Ha'Artzi [The National Federation of 
Communes]. Lt Gen Eytan discussed with them the place of the Kibbutz members in 
the IDF, as well as the matters of settlement and spatial defense and in the course 
of several hours answered questions by those present, many of whom are members of 
the security committees of the kibbutzim. With regard to the desired order of 
priorities for settlement, several of the participants noted that they accept his 
concept, however that they do not agree that the Jordan Valley should be in first 
place. The Chief of Staff said that he sees in the NAHAL [Pioneer Fighting Youth] 
an extremely vital reservoir of settlement, and he will continue to give priority 
to this force within the military framework, while creating appropriate conditions 
for its existence. He pointed out the important function which the kibbutzim fill 
in spatial defense and as a part of the entire array, which is intended to perform 
a decisive function in the first stages of war. Lt Gen Eytan put forth a request 
to the Kibbutz Ha'Artzi to permit many more young people of the kibbutzim to join 
the regular military forces. According to him, he is prepared to open a new track 
of service in the regular military for kibbutz members. This track would permit 
them to serve extended periods in the kibbutzim, so that the contact between the 
members who serve in the regular military and in the kibbutzim will not deteriorate. 
[Text] [Tel Aviv HA‘ARETZ in Hebrew 23 Sep 80 p 10] 8090 
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PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF YEMEN 


RULER DESCRIBES LATEST DEVELOPMENTS IN PARTY, NATION 
Beirut AL SAFIR in Arabic 18 Oct 80 p 14 


/Article by Bilal al Hasan: "'Ali Nasir Muhammad to AL SAFTR: The Removal of _ 
Some Political Bureau Members was the Result of Party Not Political Infractions"/ 


/Text/ ‘Ali Nasir Muhammad is the top man in Democratic Yemen now and combines a 
hold over the three top positions: he is the secretary general of the Yemeni 
Socialist Party, the president, and che prime minister. 


"Ali Nasir Muhammad seized all the reins of power after the dismissal of ‘Abd-al- 
Fattah Iema'il from the party secretariat and the presidency. However, the import- 
ant distinction here is that ‘Ali Nasir Muhammad was not the man who took charge 
of the dismissal process; rather, that was assumed by a group within the Political 
Bureau, and he found himself obliged to go along with this group lest the country 
be immersed in a sea of blood for which all the conditions had been prepared. In 
thie course of events everyone believed that ‘Ali Nasir Muhammad was not the top 
man and would not be the top man in Democratic Yemen: eyes focused on the members 
of the group which exerted pressure to have ‘Abd-al-Fattah Isma'il removed. People 
drew pictures of each of them and placed them in the positions they thought appro- 
priate for them. According to this picture, ‘Ali Nasir Muhammad would go back to 
being just an ordinary man in power. 


However, successive surprises occurred before and after the extraordinary confer- 
ence of the Yemeni Socialist Party (12-14 October). 


Before the extraordinary conference, Muhammad Salih Muti’, member of the Political 
Bureau, former minister of foreign affairs and the most prominent member of the 
group which dismissed 'Abd-al-Fattah I[ema'il, disappeared from the limelight and 
fate brought him into solidary confinement after Ethiopia, like all Socialist 
countries, had refused to receive him and give him residence, as an expression of 
its annoyance with his stand against ‘Abd-al-Fattah Iema'il. 


After the conference, all ite old members left the political bureau, except for 
the minister of defense, ‘Ali ‘Antar, and thus it happened that with the detention 
of Muti’ and the dismissal of the other members of the Political Bureau from their 
positions, the existence of the group which strove to dismiss ‘Abd-al-Fattah 
Iema’'il ended and all members of the group were dismissed from political decision- 
making positions. Through this process ‘Ali Nasir Muhammad became the top man 

in Democratic Yemen. 
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When you are in Democratic Yemen you can Seer Little bite of these facts here and 
there, then put Chem together youreel! ‘o form «a logical consletent picture; how 
ever, abeclutely wo one will agree to talk to you explicitly ebout them--not to 
epeek of officially endoreeing thea. 


Even in the case of President ‘Ail Nasi Mubemmed we realized chet it would be em 
barrassing and inappropriate to ess about Cheee matters, #0 | abandoned three 
questions which were at the heart eof thie interview: 


A first question: why didn't ‘Abd-al-Pacctah lema'il attend the exceptional party 
conference, and did ‘© belong to it or not? 


A second question: on the reason why Che tesue of amending the party's bylaws was 
dropped from the agenda, preparatory to appointing ‘Abd-al FPactteh Lema'il ite 
chatrman. 


A third question: on the truth about the fate of Muhammad Salih Muti,’ his presence 
in solitary confinement and the socialiet countries’ refueal to receive hie. 


Thue begen the meeting with President ‘Ali Nesir Muhammad, proceeding from the 
fourth question, which wae just « logical extension of the firet three. This was: 
"The party's literature refers to the Corrective Movement of 1969 which removed 
Qahcan al-She'bi eas « measure ageinet right-wing deviation, and it refers to the 
evente of 25 June 1978 which dlemiesed the two Salims as « measure ageinet left- 
wing deviation. In the Light of that, wheat ie the theoretical basis of the dispute 
with some members of the Political Bureau, which led to their removal before the 
convening of the conference?" 


/Anewer/ Lt (le not necessary thet any organizational change in che leadership 
councils of our party be linked to the existence of deep political and intellectual 
disputes, as ie Che case with respect to progressive parties. There ere orgeniza- 
tional principles and revolutionary party principles which govern our internal 
party ectivicty, and in the light of these principles and traditions, renovation 
measures take place in the party leadership. Orgenizetional sessures are usually 
taken concerning those comredes who commit party violations. 


/Question/ In the report presented to the conference, you referred to the possi- 
bility of private sector participation in development, especially through the petty 
and widdle bourgeoisie, but the report on the amended 5-year plan does not heave 
any prectical projects to offer to the private sector. tow will you translate 
thie tesve into practical reality? 


/Anever/ I would like to estate that the report referred to in your question con- 
cerned the main outlines of the revieed second 5-year plen; the projects you ere 
talking shout ere generally sot included in the outlines Sut lie in the plan iteelf. 
The revieed second 5-year plan which the Higher People’ Council will soon ratify 
contains appropriate fields for private sector participation in some development 
projects. The ratio of this sector's participation t+ totel social production as 
expected is about 37 percent in 1980. 


/Questton/ In the report presented to the conference you referred more then once 
to the erroneous prectices of the opportuntetic left in the field of agriculture 
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and cooperatives and the position on the petty and middle bourgeoisie. Does your 
perty intend to describe the nature of Cheee practices and criticise them eo that 
they may be # subject for broad dlecussion and everyone can benefic from the lee- 
sone of thie experiment’ 


/Anewer/ Lo Qumerous mase meetings and presse conferences we previously described 
the nacure of the practices of the opportunistic left whieh almost changed the 
course of the revolution in our country. Yemeni end progressive Arab media also 
participated in cryetealiieing and describing tCheee practices and explaining their 
dangers. To give proof of that here we can give you an exemple of some of the 
childteh practices of the opportuntetic left. it resorted to an attempt to nation- 
slize some email etores such a8 shops and to “keep individual peasants from bene 
fiting from irrigation equipment, fertiliser and seede and prevent thee from buy- 
ing plowing equipment, which made the peasants migrate from the land.” 


It resorted to euctioneering domestically over some measures such a6 appointing 
pereons who understood nothing ebout economics but were appointed as offictiele in 
economic departments and organizations. Thies brought harm to the domestic economy 
as ¢ result of failure and economic miemanagement. While it went to great lengths 
to adopt extremist economic measures, it engaged in suspicious conduct and posi- 
tions outeide the political Line of our party on the level of foreign relations. 
in any event, @ study ie being prepered on the experience and practice of the op 
portunietic left in Democratic Yemen. 


American Bases 


/Question/ What ere your prectical recommendations to confront the United States 
of America’s plan to eetablieh military beees, especially in Oman end Somalia, 
where your country will be faced with « direct danger from these bases’ 


/Anewer/ We have declared our position on the American military presence in the 
region moet clearly end we have warned of the danger of American movements and 
echemes to the security end stability of the peoples of the region of the Arabian 
Peninevle end the Arab nation in general, especially since the American edminietra- 
tion is concealing ite open designe to occupy Arab oflfieldse. We still believe 
that the security and etability of the area lie on the shoulders of ite countries 
and peoples alone, fer removed from any forw of imperialist hegemony and iaperie!- 
let militery presence. 


/Question/ What are your practice! recommendations to develop the organizations 
of the Perseverance and Steedfaestness Front, especially the militery ones, sow thet 
your report to the conference has steted that you consider it the first link in 
your Arab alitlances’ 


/Anewer/ There is no dowbt that the Arab Perseverance end Steadfastness Front now 
constitutes the combetive force in our Arab nation's etruggle ageinst iaperialiet 
and Tiontet schemes and conepirecites. The front's eummit conference held in 
Tripoli lest April etressed the impartence of strengthening the front's role in 
leading che Arab liberation struggle by etarting to build the front’s mi litery, 
political, media and economic institutions end develop ite relations with the 
forces of liberetion, progrese aod socielian in the world--foremost among them the 








friendly Soviet Union, We for our part will seek to carry out thie conference's 
resolutions and will perpetuate the combative relations which link our party and 
revolution to the other elements in the front and the other elements in the front 
and the other Arab progressive forces. 


/Queetion/ The Arab region recently witnessed two laportant occurrences: the 
Libyen-Syrien union and the friendship treaty concluded between Syria and the 
Soviet Union. What is your appraisal of these two events and what ere the condi- 
tions for their success in the light of your experience? 


/Anewer/ The Libyaen-Syrian Arab union te to be considered « practical contribution 
to strengthening Che unity of Arab revolutionary forces along the road to compre- 
hensive Areb unity. We ere confident that thie unity will result in etrengthening 
the resistance of the two fraternal countries of Libya and Syria and deepening 
their combative solidarity along the path of the national liberation struggle for 
@ union possessing socialiet horizons. 


Ae vegerde the treaty of friendship between Syria and the Soviet Union, we consider 
that that te @ living embodiment of the combative relations which link the Soviet 
Union to perseverant Syria and draws ite scope from the Soviet Union's support and 
backing for the Syrian Arab people's struggle to regain their uveurped territories, 
achieve social progress end etand up to Eioniet imperialiet conspiracies. In ad- 
dition, thie treaty aleo responds to the interests and aspirations of the people of 
our Arab nation who heave found in the friendly Soviet Union « firm defender of our 
just etruggle for liberation, progress, socialiem and unity. 


/Question/ In the report, you assessed your new relations with Kuwait and the 
etate of the emirates and referred to the need to develop these relations; how do 
you envisage the requisite approaches to such « development, politically and 
economicelly? , 


/Anewer/ We believe that owr relations with our brethren in Kuwait, the state of 
the emiretes and the other countries of the region aust help etrengthen the chances 
for security end etability in the region in « manner which will guerantee the pro- 
grees and prosperity of ite peoples. On thie basis, we have underlined the iaport- 
ance of estebiiehing these relations on « foundation of peaceful coexistence and 
the coordination of efforte cto confront the dangers of imperialiet military bases 
and stend up to their aggressive moves. 


/Question/ How do you envision the conditions of the requisite Arab movement to 
deal with the subject of the Iraqi-Iran war? 


/Aoewer/ We have called owt in « low voice in demanding an end to this war, which 
ie damaging the interests of the two peoples and the two countries of Iraq and Iran, 
exhausting their powers and benefiting opiy the forces of impertalion and Lionien. 
Ae we all know, the course of the war has resulted in grave developments and com- 
plications which quet be dealt with fer from emotions. 


/Question/ Democratic Yemen's anxiety to make « success of the unity experiment 


with North Yemen te well known and obvious, but your media have started to emphasize 
the efforts of the enemies of union and the need to keep practice abreast of 
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agreements. Have obetecles arisen recently in thie area? Ie it true that some 
agreements between the governments of San'a' and the National Front have been can- 
celled a6 « result of foreign pressures? 


/Anewer/ We are proceeding with unlimited determination and resolve along the 
roed to regain Yemeni unity, in terms of land and people, on sound democratic 
bases. We can say thet the peaceful platform which we and our brothers in the 
north of the country are following has yielded our people important gains which 
may seem limited in size but, because of their significance, are of broad scope, 
enabling ue to eet forth some foundations for economic integration, trade and co- 
ordination in cultural and athletic activities and etimlate the movement of citi- 
tens between the two halves. Although there are some obstacles in the way of the 
peaceful struggle for unity, they will be dissolved by strengthening the true ef- 
forts toward unity. 


Ae regerds the latter part of your question, we support ali efforte which have 
been made on behalf of the unity of national forces and elements and all noble 
people in Yemen toward the consummation of the Yemeni revolution. 
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PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF YEMEN 


WOMEN'S LEADER EXTOLS ROLE OF REVOLUTION TN LIBERATING POWERS 
Aden 14 OCTOBER in Arabic 2? Oct 80 p 2 


/article by tude Fadl: "Secretary General of Yemen Women's Federation in a Meeting 
with 14 ocTossR"/ 


/Text/ The Yemen Women's Federation is one of the mass organizations which organ- 
ize and provide the framework for the activity of working women in our country. 


The federation plays a large, important role in consolidating the bonds of solidar- 
ity between the masses of women and the line of our political party, mobilizing 
women end reising their political and cultural consciousness. 


In thie meeting with Comrade Pathiyeah Muhammad ‘Abdalleh, member of the Central 
Committee of our Yemeni Socialiet Party and secretary general of the federation, 
we became acquainted with the contributions of the masses of women to the processes 
of revolutionary transformation underway in our country as well as the nature of 
the circumstances which women suffered from in the past and the gains and achieve- 
mente they have made in the light of our progressive regime. 


Question One: Comrade Pathiyah, at the very outeet we would like you to talk to 
us « little about the situation women experienced in the past, in the context of 
the colonial feudal system, and the achievements they have made in the context of 
our new social system. 


Answer One: The most conspicuous espect of women's conditions in the colonial- 
feudalist system was the condition of inequality imposed between them and men. 
Feudal ideology sanctified attitudes of contempt and disdain toward women and the 
masses of women were deprived of many needs. Education was denied then. 


A policy of enforced ignorance was practiced against them and they were deprived 
of their right to work and consequently their right to a noble healthy life. 


However, in spite of the colonial system's repression of women, the masses of 
women participated in the struggle to ecquire their rights and attain liberation 
and independence for the nation within the Yemeni national movement. Women led 
violent demonstrations in 1959 to protest against the brutel methods of the colon- 
ial authorities in repressing the gasses of the people, trying to eliminate the 
national personality and imposing their colonial curricule on the echoole of 

the region. 
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With the fall of the colonial-feudalist system and the country's acquisition of 
political independence, it became clear to women that national independence could 
only acquire progressive eubsetance by ending exploitative production relations in 
the city and combatting feudaliom and feudalist ideology in the rural areas. Women 
strugaled Co create a context through which they would be able to exercise their 
rights. That wee realized in the desired manner only after the 22 June step, when 
women enjoyed great opportunities to end their economic subordination to men and 
were able to work in cooperative farms, estate farms, and various factories, work- 
shope and organizations. Many opportunities opened up for women in education, work 
in government orgenizations, study io faculties or study abroad. Among them were 
graduates in law, teachers in higher schools and doctors. That all gives us con- 
fidence that women have become conscious of their role in economically building 

the country. 


The economic liberation of the society is measured by the extent to which the 
women in it are liberated. 


Question Two: Could you talk to us about the role of the Yemen Women's Federation, 
from ite first conference to today, in moving among the masses of women’ 


What are the various aspects of the activity the federation is performing toward 
thie end? 


Anewer Two: Since the convening of ite first conference, our federation has striv- 
en to prompt women to enroll in political, social and economic areas. The federa- 
tion's bylaws and programs stipulate the need to enroll women, especially working 

women and housewives, in the context of the federation and make women conscious of 
the rights and obligations the constitution has given them. 


In 1975, to guarantee the participation of women in the productive process--which 
is considered a basis of the economic liberation of women, the decisive factor in 
their totel liberation--the federation opened a number of vocational complexes in 
all governorates of the republic to teach women who were not working new vocations 
which were socially ueeful, such as equipment maintenance, sewing, electrical work, 
and driving tractors and cars. 


These complexes hed brilliant success, large numbers of women enrolled in them and 
1,085 trainees graduated from them. In addition, the federation opened special 
classes in its branches to give training in sewing, tailoring, printing and veri- 
ous handcrafts and to teach illiterate women the principles of reading and writing 
and political fundamentele. In the period 1975-77, 59,605 women were liberated 
from illiteracy through these courses. These liberated women were given greater 
power and more ebundant opportunities to acquire work through and with the help of 
the federation. 


Women's participation in political activity and increased political and social 
roles are among the basic matters which the federation is confronting. To this 
end, the federation hes striven to defend women's rights and has played « prominent 
role in increasing their social and political contributions. Participation in 
locel people's assembly elections has become « right of Yemeni women, either by 
running a6 candidates or by voting. A basic proportion of women has been attained 
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and guaranteed in the Higher People's Assembly, the highest legislative power in 
the country. 


In addition, the local people's assemblies contain between three and seven female 
members each. In order to guarantee women's social rights, the federation te etriv- 
ing to etrengthen the application of revolutionary laws and measures which will 
guarantee women's rights and obligations; most important of these is the Family Lew, 
which helpe care for families socially and in health terme by improving the activ- 
ity of kindergartens, supervising them, participating in the selection of female 
guardians there and setting out curricula. The federation presses upon women the 
need to use sanitary methods in treatment, to go to hospitals and mother and child 
cere centers, and to solve the social problems facing some families without prior 
prejudice against women. 


Our federation attributes great importance to its activity on behalf of ideological 
and cultural activity among women and is anxious to use all media available to give 
honorable picture of the new Yemen’ woman, raise her general political and cultural 
avareness, and eliminate all phenomena of belittlement and diedain for women's 
personality. 


Our publicity ectivity te carried out as follows: 


Participation in media committees, representation in women's departments, and en- 
phasie on the positive picture of the new Yemeni woman. 


Preparing and offering special programs through radio, television and the press 
(the magazine NISA'AL-YAMAN), which is directed toward the masses of women, and ie 
suing local publications, wall posters and banners on national and international 
occasions. 


Question Three: What is the role to which your mass organization aspires in elin- 
inating women's reguler and political illiteracy’ 


Answer Three: In the sphere of eradicating illiteracy among women, the federation 
has opened classes in all ite branches in the governorates. Female federation men- 
bers heve gone into common sections and governorates to persuade housewives of the 
need to eradicate their illiteracy end reduce the problems which are inhibiting 
some women from enrolling in anti-illiteracy courses and set out appropriate solu- 
tions for them. An anti-illiteracy program was set out for women as part of the 
programe which the federation is trying to carry out as one of the goals before it. 
However, there are difficulties which the federation is still facing in thie field, 
and these ere: 


1. Women's failure to be receptive to taking anti-illiteracy courses. 


2. The absence of resources to attract women and appeal to them to enroll in these 
courses. 


3. The absenteeism of « number of female students and female teachers’ failure to 
appear sometimes result in the cancellation of classes. 
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Thie does not mean that the federation will abandon working in the field of eradi- 
cating illiteracy because of the difficulties it faces. The General Yemen Women's 
Federation hase a massive project to open training centers and qualify women in all 
governorates, and courses will be opened to eradicate illiteracy and to follow up 
on emancipation from illiteracy. That will take place thie year. 


Question Four: How does the federation help carry out the plane and programs of 
the party and the revolutionary government’ 


Anewer Four: The federation plays a prominent role in implementing the resolutions 
of the firet party conference. Thies ie represented by ite encouragement of women 
to participate in economic construction and implementation of the second 5-year 
plan. That ie taking place through promulgetion of programs for productive cam- 
paigne and contests in residential districts to clean up sections and participate 
with popular Defense Committees in building and reconstructing housing. 


The federation plays an important role in discussing party and government plans 


bearing on development, through ite representatives in the higher and branch com- 
mittees. 


The federation also plays an importent role in spreading scientific socialiat think- 
ing within women's circles by getting women to participate in etudying in the School 
of Scientific Socitaliem and through the magazine NISA'AL-YAMAN and the daily pro- 
atems offered in the context of either central broadcasting or local radio stations. 
The General Yemen Women's Federation considers that the party program approved at 
the firet party conference is ite program. Therefore the federation is performing 
all the taske women are requested to perform at thie stage. 
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PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF YEMEN 


REVOLUTION'S ACHTEVEMENTS IN ROADBUILDING EXTOLLED 
Aden 14 “CTOBER in Arabic 23 Oct 80 p 2 


/Article by Patin Muhammad: “Undersecretary of Installations: Paved Roads In- 
creased by 324 Percent in the Revolutionary Era over Pre-Revolutionary Period"/ 





/Text/ Land communications are a vital artery which is not to be disdained in the 
economic and social contexts. They link the various far-flung areas through « 
broad road system which brings remote ereas close together. 


Land routes are considered among the cheapest and best means of contact and trane- 
portation. Before independence they did not exist in our country and alienation 
among regions was great. For example, for someone to travel from the Governorate 
of Hadramawt to the Governorate of Aden was as if he was traveling from the south 
to the north of the peninsula. By land it would take 3 days, and serious attention 
was not given et that time to linking up the inhabited areas of the country~--except 
for roade which basically served the interests of colonialiem, since the roads were 
concentrated in the colony of Aden and some roads linking agricultural areas in 
Lehij, Abin and their outlying regions at that time. Colonialism deliberately 
neglected roads, in view of their effect from the following standpoints: 


In breaking the isolation among regions. 

In developing the most backward areas. 

In reducing transport and operating coste. 

In facilitating the course of activity of the central government. 


However, che pro «se o »wilding roads in all areas of the republic increased 

after independenc «~™ <assive capitel investments were made with the objective 

of building « road system linking up the various governorates of the republic, out 
of the revolutionary government's awareness of the importance of roads, which ere 
the arteries of economic life. The Road Department of the Ministry of Installa- 
tions is considered the entity responsible for carrying out road studies and de- 
signing building, renovating end msintaining roads, as well as inspecting roadbuild- 
ing and maintenance materials. To talk about this important branch of the construc- 
tion sector, we had « meeting with Muhammad ‘Awad al-Daba, undersecretary of in- 
stalletions, who epoke at great length about the Road Branch, which deals with 
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building capability, the workforce, financing and projects. 
Building Capability and the Volume of Accomplishments 


On accomplishments in the field of roads, he says, "The department has managed 
to realize many accomplishments in the context of paved roads and in the context 
of the construction of dirt roads in all governorates. 


"While in the 3-year plan productive capacity was 188 kilometers of paved roads, 
that is, 62 kilometers a year, and 1,308 kilometers of built and improved dirt 
roads,that tctalled 522 kilometers of paved roads in the firet 5-year plan--that 
is, it rose to 100 kilometers per year, 206 kilometers of paved road maintenance 
and renovation and 2,225 kilometers of constructed and improved dirt roads. The 
productive capacity of roade is expected to reach 135 kilometers per year this 
year, which means thet the growth rate has increased 60 percent over what it was 
in the 3-year plan. Investments have surged; in the 3-year plan they totalled 
8,076,000 dinare and in the first 5-year plan they reached 32,016,000 dinars. The 
following table shows the most important roads built in the 3-year plan and the 
firet 5-year plan years: 


Projects Carried out in the 3-Year Plan Years 


Paved Roads Dirt Roads 

Am'in-al-Mahfid 140 kilometers Nugqayl eal-Khala'-al-Hadd 40 kilometers 
Aden-Abin 45 kilometers The Central Road 250 kilometers 
al-Mukallae-al-Dis 3 kilometers Road construction in 14 kilometers 

Suqutre 

Projects Carried out in the First 5-Year Plan Years 

Paved Roads Dirt Roads 

al-Mahfid-al-Mukella 325 kilometers al-Fatak-al-Hawf 5 kilometers 
Nubat Dakim-Karash 44 kilometers Sayhun-Nashctun 35 kilometers 
al-Mukalle-Khalaf- 14 kilometers A road in Suqutra 327 kilometers 

Jul Mashah 


"The work carriea out in the area of roads in the plan years has been very great 
when we compare that with what existed shortly before the plan: 94.4 percent of 
the stipulated amount has been built, improved and repaired. 


"Ae regards amended second 5-year plan projects, it is expected that investment 
allocations will total 32.6 million dinars, including some funds to complete pro- 
jecte etill under construction, most important of which is the al-Mukalla-Hadramawt 
road, 365 kilometers in length, che 116-kilometer Shugrah-Ahwar road and some new 
roads euch as the 204-kilometer al-Dhahr-Sayhut road, in addition to the paving 
and repaving of 250 kilometers of old road, routine maintenance of 1,200 kilometers 
survey and design studies on 500 kilometers of new roads, and the development of 
the central Road Department workshop. 


"The accomplishments the Road Department has realized in 13 years of independence 


in building new peved roads specifically total more than 1,361 kilometers. One 
should bear in mind that the paved roads built under colonial rule did not exceed 
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420 kilometers. Here one should observe that paved new roade increased by 324 
percent in comparison with the pre-independence period." 


Methods of Implementing Projects 


What, however, are the methods of implementing projecte--that is, how does financ- 
ing take place? Our brother the undersecretary of instellations, explaining this, 
states, "Financing was internal as regards roads. Then we began directing our- 
selves to taking loans from friendly and fraternal countries, and this was re- 
flected in the construction method. These methods were reflected in the following 
system" 


“Cooperation with the lending companies. Is this method all the high-level tech- 
nical experts who do not exist here come from these countries and we contribute 
our locally available experts. This is clear from the construction of the Am'in- 
al-Mahfid-al-Mukalla road in cooperation with the People's Republic of China. 

This pattern will continue in the al-Shahr-Sayhut projects and the project to ex- 
tend and reinforce Aden International Airport, which is being carried out with the 
cooperation of the Soviet Union. 


"The system of construction by seeking the aid of a supervisory team. We resorted 
to this method when we announced international bids to construct the el-Mukella- 
Wadi Hadramawt and Aden-Ta'izz projects financed by the Kuwaiti Pund, the World 
Bank and the Arab Fund. International companies bid fantastic sums; after co- 
ordinating with the financing bodies, we considered that the best solution would 
be to seek the aid of supervisory teams. These consist of a group of between 20 
and 25 experts for each project and local technicians, engineers and workers. 


"One of the advantages of this technique is to reduce the hard currency which 
leaves the country through international companies. In addition, it gives our 
technicians and workers an opportunity to acquire expertise through actual prac- 
tice and form a local technical base, as well as reducing costs. 


“As regards the Aden-Ta'izz project, the largest bid companies presented was 32 
million dinars and the lowest was 12 million. We are uow trying to construct it 
for about 7 million, which was the 1976 price. In the al-Mukalle-Wadi Hadramawt 
project, the lowest bid offered was 17 million, and we are trying to carry it out 
for 10 million dinars in 1975 prices. 


"Seeking the aid of foreign experts, as happened in the Shuqrah-Ahwar project 
which the Libyan Jamahiriyah contributed to financing. We are seeking the aid of 
Soviet experts." 


The Workforce Drain 


After that he moves on in his conversation to the condition of manpower in the 
area of roads. The total number of workers in the Road Department comes to 3,638 
this year, 2,877 of whom are working on projects--most, 2,463 in number, at the 
worksite outside the Governorate of Aden. Local superintendents and engineers 
account for 3 percent of the total workforce, a very low proportion which is re- 
flected in the level of planning, implementation and supervision. 
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/Question_/ This means the refusal to agree to work in the area of roads. What 
ie the reason’? 


/Anewer/ There are a number of reasons, among them: 
The strenuous nature of work in difficult climatic and environmental circumstances. 


The poor living conditions at worksites in terme of food, housing and remoteness 
from built-up areas. 


Although they receive a living allowance at the site, it is still not attractive 
to people working on road projects. 


Our brother Muhammad ‘Awad al-Daba considers that in fields like these it is neces- 
sary to give the workers special status so that wages and salaries will be revised 
in accordance with the nature of the work. Skilled labor, after being trained, 
moves on to better worksites as a result of these conditions. For example there 
6,552 workers in 1973; this number dropped to 5,948 in the early part of the firet 
5-year plan, reaching 2,591 at the beginning of the second plan in 1979. This sit- 
vation reflects the drain of the workforce in road projects. 


Bringing Arab Countries Closer together through a System of Land Roads 


/Question/ There is a domestic road system linking the various areas of the re- 
public, in addition to another road system linking the two segments of Yemen. Is 
there a system linking countries in the Arab nation? 


/Anewer/ There is coordination with the Council on Arab Economic Unity in the 
Arab League to link existing roads in the republic up with other roade in the Arab 
nation. We have participated in a number of Economic Unity Council meetings in 
this area. There is a project to link up the two segments of the nation through 
the Aden-Ta'izz Road and in this route of ours a linkup will be made to the Arab 
nation's system and another road along the al-Naqabah-Bay jan-Harib-Ma'rib-San'a' - 
Nubat Dakim-al-Numayr-al-Dali'-Sannah-Qa'tabah-Ibb route. There is coordination 
to construct that road. 
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SAUDI ARABIA 


AMBITIOUS NEW AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS DETAILED 
Beirut AL-ANWAR in Arabic 22 Oct 80 p 8 
/article: "Agricultural Development Strategy in Saudi Arabia''/ 


/Text/ Officials in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia consider that agriculture, after 
God, is the pillar on which one must rely to meet the needs of all the Islamic 
countries, especially the developing countries which are in the most extreme need 
of ascertaining agricultural reserves and their importance. It is stressed that 
agriculture requires the arms and intense attention of the people of this nation 
and that there is a need to provide support and aid for farmers, so that they may 
perform their duties in meeting their country's needs for foodstuffs and other 
materials with which God has graced this country and which have been brought forth 
from the fertility of ite land. 


From this premise, the interest of Saudi officials in the agricultural sector 
stands forth on carefully studied scientific bases which conform to the most re- 
cent methods and mechanization science has created, in addition to the aid. 


To establish this, we find that the agricultural sector has enjoyed great attention 
in the current third 5-year plan. Total costs for agriculture cone to 7,974,500,000 
riyals. The most important programs in this sector are: 


l. The agricultural development program: this is aimed at preparing new lands 
for modern farming, reclaiming current irrigated areas and developing pasture and 
wooded areas. The most important projects are the two to develop Wadi Damad and 
Wadi al-Dawasir. 

2. The production program: this is eimed at directly increasing agricultural pro- 
duction through improved seeds for farmers, aid to poultry and dairy producers by 
providing the necessary equipment for their output, and the production of iuocula- 
tions and serums to prevent animal diseases. 

The plan aims at achieving an output as follows: 

Wheat: 198,872 tons, an increase of 28 percent over the second plan. 

Vegetables: 719,598 tons, an increase of 28 percent over the second plan. 


Fruit: 104,601 tons, an increase of 27 percent over the second plan. 
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Meat: 51,505 tons, an increase of 27 percent over the second plan. 
Dairy products: 30,549 tons, an increase of 29 percent over the second plan. 
Wooded areas: 10,500 donums, an increase of 250 percent over the second plan. 


Pastures which have been protected: 500 kilometers, an increase of 1,823 percent 
over the secon! plan. 


Training: an increase in the number of trainees /by/ 3,695, an increase of 48 
percent over the second plan. 


As regards the General Grain Silo and Flour Mill Organization, this plan aims at 
attainment of the following: 


561,000 tons per year in flour mills--an increase of 47 percent over the volume 
achieved in the second plan, which was 381,000 tons. 





175,000 tons per year in fodder mills--an increase of 133 percent over the volume 
achieved in the second development plan, which was 300,000 tons. 


The total sums allotted to the organization's projects during the third plan will 
be 4,802,700,000 riyalse, 6 percent of the total sums for the third plan. 


In addition, the volume of crain delivered to officials in grain and flour silos 

up to early June, beginning at the start of the season, came up to 20 million kilo- 
grams of good grain, mostly from the production of al-Batin north of the town of 
al-Buraydah and all from the production of the al-Qusaymah area. There is no doubt 
that che quality and abundance of the crop is the result of the facilities and aid 
of the Agricultural Bank and and Ministry of Agriculture 


Agricultural Development Plan Goale and Results 

If we review the sector of agriculture and water, which is considered to be one of 
the most important sectors on which economic development in Saudi Arabia relies, 

we will find that the general goals of the plan are represented by the following: 
Raising the level of competence and increasing crop and livestock production output. 
Developing, preserving them, and making proper use of pastures and wooded areas. 
Developing the kingdom's fish resources and the fish industry. 


Developing and preserving water resources and using them properly on sound scientif- 
ic bases. 


Diversifying the country's crop production. 


Proceeding from these general goals, it has been natural to concentrate on the 
basic requirements of growth in investment distribution and to give suitable pri- 
ority to studies, experiments, and preliminary and detailed surveys, on grounds 
that that is a basis for determining the country's potential and agricultural and 
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water cCesources preparatory to developing Chem in « sound direction, a6 well as 
developing end laproving resources which are actually known. Therefore the win- 
letcy hee made expenditures Co tralia experts and develop manpower in each sector 
eo thet it will be possible to put the development plan in execution, 


Surveying end Evaluating Resources 


In application of these goals, the Minietry of Agriculture and Water has surveyed, 
studied and evaluated the country's water and agriculture! resources, including 
social and rural comditions. To carry out thie type of comprehensive survey, the 
minietry hae cesorted to subdividing the kingdom into eight regions. 


The resuite of the comprehensive survey of water and aericulturel resources in the 
kingdom heve established that the topography and eoil of « large part of ite terri- 
tory ere fic for agriculture and that potential groundwater reserves which can be 
replenished ere to « large extent encouraging. So fe the minietry has taken « 
number of stepe in thie direction, eterting with survey activities, etudies, exper 
iments, the construction of deme and the construction and operation of irrigation, 
drainage and reclamation projects end ending with subsidizing the most important 
ingredients of agricultural production and guiding farmers in sound ways of using 
irrigetion water, io addition to aiding farmers with seeds, chemical fertilizers 
and agriculture! machinery, providing the necessary subsidies for domestic output, 
providing guidance and protection services through 90 branches spread ovt over the 
broed eres of the kingdom, the drilling cased and hand-opereted welle and expanding 
the determination of poteble water systems in the various towns and villages of the 


kingdom. 


In thie context, the context of land reclamation, work ie continuing seriously. 
Among the gost prominent things to have been anoownced recently wae the treatment 
by *he Minietry of Agriculture's branch in the Bastern Province of 2,570 donuss of 
agricultural lend in «)-Demmen and @l-Khubar by chemicel fertilizer. 


\, 17) bead of powiltry and livestock were treated for diseases and 257,886 head of 
poultry end livestock were inoculeted. One hundred fifty shipmente of various 
kinds of agriculture: equipment, Cools, pesticides end fertilizer were exemined 
and inepected. 


Agreement was made recent!y ‘eo Grill 75 weile for industrial, agricultural end res- 
idential purposes. The branch « becteriologice: leboratory is currently supervie- 
ing cases of diseases among animale in the region and performing analyses of samples 
sent over to it to dlagnose and treat sick animale. 


Plent Production 


The kingdom now produces wore than 30 percent of Che totel local consumption of 
grain on an eres of 4.) wllilon domums. Production of vegetables in the kingdos 
occupies second plece, after erain, a8 « source of food, especially elace some 
vegetedles are exported to the gulf states at specific tiaes, such as tomatoes, 
onions end watermelons. The ferming of potetoes as « foo’ product produced for 
eterch hes eieo been « success and {t hast been possible to apply it te is Director- 
ates of Agriculture end Water in the kingéoe, following edoption of the potaceo 








poteto farming project in 197f. Lt wae possible to produce 2,000 tons locally in 
1978. Storehouses were constructed to cool potato seeds in el-Khar), 41-Queayn 
and al-ltufue and to provide vegetables in quantities meeting the needs of Che main 
towne et 411 seasons. Farming hae been introduced under controlled environments) 
Clroumstances (protected farming) through the vee of greenhouses outfitted with 
equipment to control Cemperature end humidity. 


New Farming and Animal Resource Projects 


Among the most modern new animal resource end farming projects, the mintecer of 
agriculture end water recently approved « number of domestic agriculture! projects 
ae pert of the ministry's poilcy of developing the agriculture! sector and support- 
ing the private sector with loans and determination of the economic feasibility of 
the projects which are approved and ratified involving the agriculture and live: 
stock resources sector. Among these are « project to raise ailk cows with « capac- 
ity of 600 head, whose costs exceed WO wiliion riyele, to be established on the 
e\-Rees-‘Anayeeh road in the al-Queaye region and « project to produce chickens for 
eating at @ cost of 7,209,000 riyale. This project alco enteile the estabiiehment 
of eight pens for raising poultry opereting in accordance with the enclosed systen. 
The capacity of thie project will come to more than 600,000 meat chickens per year. 
Agreement hes also been made to expand the egg production project belonging to « 
Seudi Company in the al-Kher) eres, whose costes exceed 74 awillion riyals, in addi- 
tlon to agreement to « dairy and dairy product project for « cattle ranch compris: 
ing more than 500 heed at « cost of more than 32 wiliion riyale. The site of the 
project ie in the Abhe region end it will be operating at « productive capacity of 
2 wililon liters per year. In addition « poultry project will be established in 
the Abhe ares to produce 15 million eggs per year through the enclosed system at 
coste estimated at 4,805,000 riyele. There ie another preject to raise and fatten 
ai-Nejd sheep and grow fodder on an ares of 805 denume and establieh facilities 
north of the al-Khar) springs at « cost of 5,274,000 riyals, in addition to « sini- 
lar project to fatten sheep in the Hafr al-Betin eres with en annual capacity of 

3% ,000 head, at coste of 5,943,000 riyele. There ie another project to grow veget- 
ables inside procected etructures in the eres of Medina; the project consists of 

30 donums of plastic houses end 10 donums of greenhouses with « productive capac: 
ity of 270 tons of tomatoes and 100 tons of cucumbers ant costes estimated at 7.75 
wiliton riyele. 


In addition it wes announced ia the early pert of 1960 that the volume of enimal 
resources in the kingdom ie 5 awillion heed end thet the country produces 30 million 
chickens. There are 304 projects to produce eggs, meat and dairy products and 158 
other projects which ere under construction. 


Alongside all chet, egriculturel roads have « large share of the winietry's budget 
thie year; sums heave been slioceted to support exieting teams end create new ones 
and include the credits necessary for stabilizing certain iaportent agriculture! 
roads with aepheitic and other materials in order to ralee the service level and 
reduce maintenance costs, contributing to increasing the yield of these roads. 

The mintetry will apply thie syetem to the greatest possib.e number of agriculture! 
roede in eccordence with the priorities which heave been set forth for that purpose, 
and the eesietaence of domestic contractors will be sought in (aplementing the 
etebilization operations. 

















The government attributes great importance to the subject of subsidies and Loans 
it offere farmers through the @ioletry end the Agricultural Credit Bank to encour: 
age (hem Co ineresse production 


The government hes ventured to grant subsidies to farmers to encourage them to in- 
cfease production. Foremost emong Cheee grants are: 


Subsidies equivalent to 65 percent of the purchase price of agricultural machinery 
for cooperative societies, individual ferwers and tenants to etrive to epread about 
the mechaenizetion of agriculture. 


Direct subsidies for pumpe and irrigation machinery totelling 50 percent of the 
coset of ferctiliecer imported and produced locally. 


Direct subsidies of 30 percent of the purchase price for poultry fers equipment in- 
cluding eutomated drinking and feeding troughe, incubetore and electricel equipment 
releted to various functions. 


Grant of « direct subsidy of 50 percent of cost for concentrated fodder and Syrian 
corn in order to protect the poultry industry which has flourtehed in the kingdom 
and encourage locel livestock production. 


Subsidies for milk production by providing strains of cattle with international 
/levele of/ productivity. 


The Agricultural Benk ie making purchase transactions with private countries and 
orgen cations which proc: ce these etraeins and the government will defray air shipping 
cosete from the country of origin which ere equivalent in amount to the base price 

of the cattle. The Agriculturel Bank alieo pays the price of thie cattle and the 
government pays out subsidies of 30 percent of the price of milking equipment. 


Thie te to addition to the subsidies which are paid owt to produce rice, wheat, and 
fine corn end to raise sheep and camels. 


Last July it wee ennounced thet the Agricultural Bank branch in al-Te'if offered 
3,291 short-and wedium-tere loans to farmers in coe al-Ta'if region end other ereas 
included under the services of the ei-Ta'if bank's branches which ere six in number, 
during the past year. 


The Agricultural Bank in Te'if and ite @ix other branches aleo offered about 245 
cash loans in the same period es weil. 


Eng ‘Abdallah a) -Sevkhen, manager of che bank branch in al Te'if, aleo declared 
thet the number of loan appiications in the various activities in which the benk 
is engeged numbered about 1,200 in the period from the beginning of this fiecel 
year to now (July) and thet the bank branches in Sabt a1-‘Aleya, Turebeh and Rinah 
ave been expanded. By being given ocowere to authorize them to approve the neces- 
sary credite in the form of loosens, examine projects end loan applications and of- 
fer ali types of service or services provided farmers in the regions belonging to 
these three branches. 
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The same month the manager of the Agricultural Bank in the Eastern Province an- 
nounced that the bank's credits in thie province came to more than 102 million 
riyale in loane and subsidies and that 55 wiliion riyale were allocated to loans 
for 1960; of thie, 16 million, or 3) percent of total benk allocations, were a)- 
lotted to agricultural development projects. 


it le expected that the ehere of ieultural projects thie year will increase as 
@ result of the presence of agricultural projects which are under etudy. Among 
the most important of theee ere projects for the production of @ilk and dairy pre- 
ducts and projects for egg laying and eating poultry, which ere carried out inside 
enclosed units. The subsections for expenditures for well drilling and land recie 
mation projects in the Eastern Province have been boletered and the credits «alio- 
cated for subsidies came cto 47,653,000 riyale thie year, including subsidies for 


earicultural machinery, fodder, machinery equipment, poultry reieing equipmenc, 
transport of iaported cattle and subsidies for fishermen. 


These great financial credits are che result of the government's interest in the 
agriculturel sector and the concern of ite officials and are consequently aimed at 
serving farming and farmers. 


Lend Diet ribution 


Among the many other things which the gowernment is offering citizens in thie field, 
hundreds of plots of lend are distributed to farmers every year to develop and ben- 
efic from and consequently to help increase national income end attain self-euffici- 
ency in further agriculture! satters. 


Among the moet recent matters announced in thie field, lest June 4) plots of unir- 
rigeted farmland were distributed in the al-fulfi and Hafr al-Betin areas. 


The North ‘Alqah plen was subdivided preparetory to distribution. Thet conteins 
l41 plote of fermiend. 


In the el-Qetif erea it hes been announced that the number of plote of farmland 
dietributed to citisens in 1979-80 cotellied 150, with « totel eres of 7,500 donum. 


Conetruction of Dame 


The Mintetry of Agriculture and Water is trying constantly to construct dem and 
give them substantial priority in order to collect raiowater and other water in 
watercourses. There ere sumerous studies and designe in thie regerd; among ther, 
for exemple, the design and construccion of five deme was authorized in the «)- 
Baheh ares in the third 5-year plen, end these will hewe the greatest effect in 
preserving poteble and irrige:‘on water for the region on grounds thet it is eres 
with reinfell throughout the yeer. 


it has been announced thet it has been decided to build 14 large dame to store 
water and wee it for agriculture! purposes in « aumber of farming regions in ¢ 
kingdom. These dam will have enough capacity to provide edequate water for irri 
gation and watering end raise and increase the capability of agricultural produc 
tion in the future. One should alee point here to the second development plan's 
interest in deselinated water to cover the requirements of towns; now, with the 
third ples, vuee te being — of well water end water from Wadi Fatimah and Wadi 
Khuleye to increase the cultivated ares in the two regions. 


Among the moet prominent modern dame there is the Wadi Najran Dem, with « storage 
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capacity of 65 million cubic meters, which in exceptional conditions can reach 
100 million cuble meters. Preliminary coste tote! 370 million riyale; thie can be 
increased in the event expansions and additions ere carried out eround the dan. 


The people of the Najran eres regerd thie dem as very auspicious because the water 
from reine and floods which generally oceur in the rainy season was in the past 
lost in the sande of the al-Rub' al-Khali Desert. With the completion of the dan, 
the Najren area will be able to benefit from thie water for irrigation and farming 
activities and other water uses throughout the year. 


There i# numerous extensive research to taplement large water projects in « number 
of areas, including al-Quesye, and ‘Asir, in order to develop water resources and 
furnish them for farming and desert ereas alike. 
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